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Aligual que en otros paises de la América Latina, los venezolanos nos aprestamos a celebrar
el Bicentenario de nuestra Independencia respecto al otrora imperio espanol. Mas que
exaltar una fecha en particular, estaremos conmemorando todo un ciclo de acontecimientos,
porque la independencia de entonces, tal como la actual, constituyé un largo proceso de
lucha alo largo del cual muchos hombres y mujeres comprometieron su esfuerzo y entregaron
sus vidas mismas para que Venezuela deviniera una republica independiente, soberana y

prospera, signada por laigualdad y la justicia.

A ello consagraron su vida entera Francisco de Miranda, Simén Bolivar, Antonio José de
Sucre, y muchos otros que sintieron el dolor de la patria oprimida y tuvieron la conciencia

de estar viviendo en una sociedad ficticia, en tanto ésta se encontraba sometida al férreo yugo
de un imperio: el espafol, cuyo poder habia sido construido a partir de la conquista militar,
la explotacion de las cuantiosas riquezas de América y la colonizaciéon de las almas y

voluntades de sus habitantes.

Tras trescientos anos de aparente “calma” bajo el dominio espaifol —como lo reclamé el
joven Bolivar en el momento de las grandes decisiones —los diversos intentos de emancipacién
que, sobre todo el ultimo cuarto del siglo XVIII, se habian estado manifestando tanto en

la Provincia de Venezuela como en otras circunscripciones coloniales de la América hispana,

encontraron la circunstancia apropiada para comenzar a materializarse.

En efecto, a partir de 1806, el mismo afno en que Miranda arma su expedicion libertadora y
logra desembarcar en La Vela de Coro, Espaiia entra en alianza con la Francia de Napoleén
creyendo, como le suele suceder a muchos, que plegarse a los poderosos asegura tranquilidad
y permanencia. Muy pronto comprendera la tragedia de su error, pues como se explica mas
adelante, sera Napoledn quien ponga en evidencia y acelere la decadencia del imperio
espafiol. Al mismo tiempo, la crisis de poder generada por la ocupacién francesa del territorio
espafiol y la prisién de Fernando VII, servira de acicate para que las ideas de independencia,
presentes desde hacia ya cierto tiempo en un creciente nimero de criollos en diversos

rincones de América, encuentren cauce para su expresion concreta.

En Venezuela, diversos factores confluyeron para que el 19 de abril de 1810, un Jueves Santo,
un grupo de blancos criollos de Caracas, en consuno con algunos pardos, decidieran deponer

a la maxima autoridad espaifiola de la provincia, el Capitan General Vicente de Emparan,

y constituir una Junta de Gobierno auténoma que si bien juré lealtad al rey Fernando VII,
prisionero en ese momento de Napoledn, comenzé a tomar de inmediato un conjunto de medidas
politicas y econémicas que a las claras indicaban que seria muy dificil, en caso de que el
imperio superara su crisis y Fernando retomara el cetro, que se volviera al anterior estado
de sujecién. De hecho, no tardé esa Junta en incitar al resto de las provincias de América

a seguir su ejemplo, asi como en convocar a las otras ciudades de la Provincia de Venezuela
a elegir diputados con el objeto de instalar en Caracas un Congreso Constituyente que

decidiera la nueva forma de gobierno que Venezuela habria de darse.



De modo que sibien en ese dia del 19 de abril de 1810 no llega a hablarse de indepen-
dencia, no s6lo ese espiritu estaba claramente presente en varios de los que precipitaron
los acontecimientos de esa fecha, sino que la decisiéon tomada de constituir una Junta de

Gobierno auténoma, sera el primer ejercicio de libertad que ensayen los venezolanos.

A este movimiento se incorporara Miranda ocho meses después y su presencia, junto
ala del joven Bolivar, sera determinante para que al siguiente afno, el 5 de julio de 1811,
la provincia de Venezuela sea la primera de la América hispana en declararse Republica
independiente.

Con el propésito de facilitar el conocimiento de lo que ocurrid ese dia y a objeto de que
sirva de insumo para la discusién que todos y todas debemos dar sobre el significado y
trascendencia del 19 de abril de 1810, hemos preparado una sintesis del hecho mismo
y del contexto historico en el cual éste se dio, tanto en lo que respecta a nuestro territorio,
como a lo ocurrido en Espana y en el resto de América.

Hacemos la salvedad de que el presente texto constituye a su vez un resumen de trabajos
ya existentes, cuyas referencias se dan al final del mismo.

Finalmente, queremos invitar a todos y a todas a generar a partir de ahora una gran
discusién colectiva sobre lo que se avanzd en aquel entonces en el camino de la indepen-
dencia y sobre lo que atn falta por hacer. El proceso de liberacién iniciado hace
doscientos anos por Miranda y Bolivar esta aun inconcluso. Intereses de clase, ambiciones
personales, afan de riquezas, traiciones y mezquindades coartaron el suefio de libertad
que el pueblo venezolano habia comenzado a construir. Las burguesias nacionales

se aliaron con nuevos imperios, mas poderosos que el espanol, convirtiéndonos de nuevo
en sumisa colonia. Hoy, que la espada de Bolivar campea de nuevo victoriosa por
América Latina, estamos obligados a completar la magna obra de nuestra independencia
y a construir esa sociedad justa y de iguales, fundamento de toda libertad y de toda
prosperidad.

Junto con las diversas efemérides bicentenarias de nuestro proceso de independencia,
celebremos también las de nuestros paises hermanos. No olvidemos que hace 200 afios
nuestra América nacié unida para la libertad, y en tanto herederos que somos del Padre
Libertador, es también nuestra responsabilidad ayudar a recuperar y consolidar esa
unidad.

CARMEN BOHORQUEZ
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Like many in other Spanish American countries, Venezuelans are preparing to celebrate
the Bicentennial of our Independence from the former Spanish Empire. However, rather
than focusing on a particular date in the calendar, we will be commemorating a whole
cycle of events. We recognize that our struggle for independence has been, and still is to
this day, a long process during which many men and women pledged their efforts and
gave their very lives for Venezuela, all in order to create an independent Republic, with
a sovereign and prosperous society characterized by equality and justice.

Among those who devoted their entire lives to the cause of independence were Francisco
de Miranda, Simén Bolivar, Antonio José de Sucre; and many others who felt the pain
of an oppressed nation and who were aware that they were living in a false society, under
the iron yoke of an empire: that of Spain, whose power was built on military conquest,
exploitation of the huge wealth of the Americas, and the colonization of the souls and wills
of its people.

After three hundred years of apparent “calm” under Spanish rule — as the young Bolivar
acknowledged at the crucial moments —the various attempts at emancipation, that took
place especially during the last quarter of the eighteenth century in both, the Province
of Venezuela and in other colonial districts of Hispanic America, found the appropriate
conditions to begun materializing.

In fact, in 1806 — the same year that Miranda put together his pro-independence armed
forces and landed in La Vela de Coro — Spain entered into an alliance with Napoleon’s
France, believing, as often happens, that by aligning with the powerful it would ensure
a peaceful and tranquil future. Very soon Spain came to understand the tragedy of this
error, because, as it will be explained further on, it was Napoleon who would expose
and accelerate the decline of the Spanish empire. At the same time, the crisis of power
generated by the French occupation of Spain and the imprisonment of Ferdinand VII,
served to further spur the ideas of independence, which had been present for some

time in a growing number of Creoles* in different corners of Hispanic America, and put

them into concrete action.

Several factors converged in Venezuela on the 19th of April, 1810, a Holy Thursday,

to make a group of white Creoles join forces with some mixed-race Pardos to overthrow
the highest Spanish authority in the province, Captain General Vicente de Emparan,
and form an autonomous government. Even though this new government pledged its
loyalty to King Ferdinand VII, who at the time was Napoleon’s prisoner, it began to take
political and economic measures which, clearly from the outset, would make it very
difficult to return to the previous state of subjugation should the empire survive its crisis
and Ferdinand be restored to the throne. In fact, it would not take long for that government
to incite other provinces throughout Hispanic America to follow its example; as well as

*Translator’s note: “Creoles” were Spanish people born in the territory of the Spanish colonies.



to call upon other cities in the Province of Venezuela to elect representatives with the
objective of installing in Caracas a constituent congress that would decide which form
of government Venezuela would adopt.

Although there was no talk of independence on the actual day of April 19th, 1810, that
spirit was clearly present in several of those who precipitated the events of that date,
and deciding to form an autonomous government was the first exercise of freedom that
the Venezuelans put into practice.

Eight months later, Miranda joined the movement. His presence, together with that

of young Bolivar’s, would be the deciding factors for the province of Venezuela to be the
first in Hispanic America to declare itself an independent Republic the following year
on July 5th, 1811.

In order to facilitate understanding of the meaning and significance of the 19th of April,
1810, a summary of the events of that date and the historical context in which they
took place will be presented, both in regard to our territory as well as what occurred in
Spain and in the rest of Hispanic America.

Please note that this text is a summary of several previous works. References have been
provided at the end of this working paper.

Finally, we invite everybody to engage in a collective discussion on the topics of the
progress made back then in advancing toward independence, and what still remains to
be done. The process of liberation that was begun two hundred years ago by Miranda
and Bolivar is still unfinished. Class interests, personal ambitions, desire for riches,
betrayals and greed limited the dream of freedom that the Venezuelan people had begun
to build. The national bourgeoisie has allied with new empires, more powerful than
that of Spain, to making us a submissive colony, again. Today, as Bolivar’s sword waves
once again victorious throughout Latin America, we are obliged to complete the great
work of our independence and build a just society of equals, which is the foundation of all
freedom and prosperity.

As we commemorate the different bicentennial milestones of our process of indepen-
dence, we also celebrate that of our sister countries as well. Let us not forget that 200
years ago our America was born united for freedom, and as we are heirs of our Liberating
Father, it is also our responsibility to help revive and strengthen that unity.

CARMEN BOHORQUEZ
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Lasituacionen Espana
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Thessituation in Spain

En 1806, tras fracasar suintento deinvasién a
Inglaterra, Napoleén decreta un bloqueo total con-
tra esanaciény prohibe el comercio de productos
britanicos en el continente europeo. Portugal, tra-
dicional aliada de Inglaterra, se niega a acatarlo
yenvirtud de ello, Napoledn decide entonces in-
vadir Portugal. Paralograrlo, busca unaalianza
con Esparia a objeto de que ésta permita el paso
de las tropas francesas por su territorio.

E127 deoctubre de 1807, Franciay Espana firman
el Tratado de Fontainebleau, mediante el cual se
acuerdalainvasion militar conjunta de Portugal,
paralo cual Espana se compromete a permitir el
pasode tropas francesas por territorio espanol.
Conforme a este Tratado, una vez ocupado Portu-
gal, suterritorio seria dividido en tres partes,
las cuales serian repartidas entre ambas poten-
clasinvasoras; dejandose para un acuerdo pos-
teriorla distribucién de las colonias portuguesas
de América.

Estainvasion franco-espafola de Portugal va
aprovocar que el 29 de noviembre de ese mismo
afio, la familia real portuguesa, encabezada por
el Principe Regente, futurorey Juan VI, y otras
quince mil personas, abandonen Portugal enuna
flotainglesa hacia Brasil, donde residira desde
entonces la Corte portuguesa hasta 1821, en que
Juan VIregresa a Lisboa. Un afio méas tarde, Pe-
drol, hijodeJuany quien habia quedado en Brasil
como regente, se une a los nacionalistas y procla-
ma laindependencia de esa nacion respeto a
Portugal, asumiendo ademéas como emperador.

Lapresencia de tropas francesas en Espania, que
inicialmente llegd a tener 65 mil soldados, le per-
miti6 a Napoledn no s6lo controlar Portugal, sino
también gran parte del territorio espanol, asi
como las comunicaciones de su aliada con Portugal
yconla misma Francia. E1 13 de marzo de 1808,
lafamilia real espafiola, temiendo lo peor, aban-
dona Madrid parainstalarse en Aranjuez, desde
donde le seria mas facil emprender camino hacia
Sevillay embarcarse para América, siguiendo el
ejemplo del Principe Regente de Portugal.
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In 1806, after failing at his attempted invasion
of England, Napoleon decreed a total blockade
against that country and prohibited trade of Brit-
1sh products on the European continent. Portugal,
atraditional ally of England, refused torespectit
andinreaction Napoleon then decided to invade
Portugal. To achieve this, he sought an alliance
with Spain to secure the latter’s permission for
French troopsto crossits territory.

On the 27th of October, 1807, France and Spain
signed the Treaty of Fontainebleau, agreeing

to ajoint military invasion of Portugal, under
which Spain agreed to allow French troops to pass
through Spanish territory. Under this Treaty,
once Portugal was occupied, its territory would
be divided into three parts, to be parceled out
between the two invading powers; the distribu-
tion of Portugal’s colonies in the Americas would
beleft to a future agreement.

This Franco-Spanish invasion of Portugal would
compel the Portugueseroyal family headed by the
Prince Regent and future King Jodo VI and an-
other fifteen thousand people toleave Portugalin
an English flotilla on the 29th of November of that
year and sail to Brazil. The Portuguese Court
would sit there until 1821 when Jodo VI returned
to Lisbon. A yearlater, Pedrol, Jodo’s son who had
remained in Brazil as regent joined the nationalist
forces, proclaimed theindependence of that nation
from Portugal, and assumed the title of emperor.

The presence of French troops in Spain, which
initially came tobe 65,000 soldiers strong, allowed
Napoleon to control not only Portugal, but also
much of the Spanish territory, as well as the com-
munication linksits ally had with Portugal and
with Franceitself. Fearing the worst and follow-
ing the example of the Regent Prince of Portugal,
the Spanish Royal family abandoned Madrid to
settlein Aranjuez, from where it would be easier
totravel to Seville and from there to set sail for
the Americas. It was the 13th of March, 1808.

13
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Crisisdela monarquia espanola
einiciode la Guerrade Espana
contra Francia
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Crisisofthe Spanish Monarchy
and beginning of the war of
Spain against France

E117 de marzo de 1808 se produjo el Motin de
Aranjuez, que provocéla caida del Primer Minis-
tro Manuel Godoy, favorito de Carlos IVy de quien
se sospechaba era aliado delos franceses. Esta
revuelta provoca también la abdicacién de Carlos
IV ylasubida al trono de su hijo Fernando VII.
E123 demarzo, lastropasfrancesas, encabezadas
por el mariscal Murat, entran en Madrid, a donde
también se traslada el nuevorey Fernando, quien
todavia considera a Napoledn como su aliadoy
cree que todo sigue enmarcado dentro de los acuer-
dos de Fontainebleau.

Sin embargo, el emperador francés tenia otros
planes. Valiéndose de subterfugios logra que pa-
dreehijoacudan areunirse con él en Bayona, a
donde llega Fernando el 20 de abril (dejando en
Madrid como su representante a unaJunta de
Gobierno), en tanto que sus padres, CarlosIVy
MariaLuisa de Parma,lohacenel dia 30. Unavez
reunidos, Napoleén presiona a ambos para que
abdiquen a su favor, lo que ocurre el 5 de mayo de
1808, y, de seguidas, entregala Corona de Espana
asu hermano José Bonaparte.

Estas abdicaciones van a coincidir con unlevanta-
miento popular en Madrid contra la ocupacién
napolednica, dando asicomienzo alasluchas del
pueblo espariol contra Francia porla recuperacién
de su territorio y de su soberania.

E123 de mayo, unavezdifundidaslasnoticias de
las abdicaciones de Bayona, lainsurreccién conti-
nuaenlaciudad de Valenciay enlos dias siguientes
en Zaragoza, Murcia, Oviedo, Sevilla y otras ciuda-
des, constituyéndose en cada una de ellas Juntas
de Gobierno que se declaran autonémas respecto
al gobierno francés y defensoras delos derechos de
Fernando VII. En Sevilla, laJunta local adopta el
nombre de Junta Suprema de EspafaeIndias. La
mayor parte de estas Juntas estaban compuestas
por militares, representantes del alto clero, funcio-
nariosy profesores, todos ellos conservadores de
los derechos dela Casa Real espafiola.

Sin embargo, a pesar de que estas Juntas organi-
zan ejércitos que comienzan a enfrentar con éxito
alastropasfrancesas, pronto se puso de mani-
fiestola dificultad de coordinacién entre los dife-
rentes niveles del poder espanol para constituir
una autoridad inica tanto politica como militar,
que permitiera consolidar los progresos realiza-
dosy seguir avanzando en la campanfia contra el
ejército ocupante.
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OnMarch 17tR, 1808, the Mutiny of Aranjuez
took place bringing down Prime Minister Manuel
Godoy, the favorite of Charles IV, who was sus-
pected of being in alliance with the French. This
revolt also caused the abdication of CharlesIV
and the ascension to the throne of his son Ferdin-
and VII. French troops led by Marshal Murat
entered Madrid on March 23rd, where the new
King Ferdinand had also moved; he still saw
Napoleon as an ally and believed that everything
was framed within the terms of the Treaty of
Fontainebleau.

However, the French Emperor had other plans.
Resorting to subterfuge he tricked father and son
into meeting him in Bayonne, where Ferdinand
arrived on the 201 of April (leaving a Governing
Junta ashisrepresentativein Madrid) while his
parents, Charles IV and Maria Luisa de Parma
would join him on the 30th. Once together, Napo-
leon pressured both of them to abdicate in his
favor, which took place on 5thof May, 1808, and
immediately thereafter he handed the Crown of
Spain to his brother Joseph Bonaparte.

These abdications coincided with a popular upris-
ingin Madrid against the Napoleonic occupation,
thus beginning the Spanish people’s struggle
against France for the recovery of its territory
andits sovereignty.

After widespread news of the abdication that took
placein Bayonne on May2 3rd, the insurgency
continued in the city of Valencia and in the follow-
ing daysin Zaragoza, Murcia, Oviedo, Seville
and other cities, each forming government jun-
tas declaring themselves independent from the
French government and defenders of the rights
of Ferdinand VII. In Seville, thelocal government
adopted the name of Supreme Council of Spain
and the Indies. Most of these boards were made
up of the military, representatives of the clergy,
civil servants and academics, all of whom were
defenders of the rights of the Spanish Royal House.

Despite the fact that these autonomous govern-
ments organized armies which successfully en-
gaged with the French troops, it soon became evi-
dent that it was difficult for the different levels of
authority of the Spanish tobe coordinated under
one single authority, either political or military,
that would allow for the consolidation of the prog-
ress that had thus far been achieved while further-
ing the campaign against the occupying army.
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Alasrivalidades entre los lideres militares, que
emprendian acciones sin coordinacién entre si,
se sumaba la falta de acuerdo politico en cuanto
alanecesidad de producir algunas reformas en
el sistema del Antiguo Régimen, asicomo el sur-
gimiento de reclamaciones particulares que en
cada territorio exigian mayor autonomia, esti-
muladas por el clima de federalismo de facto que
habia surgido con la constitucién de las diferen-
tesjuntas de gobierno provinciales. A pesar de
ello, un acuerdo general permitio constituir, el
25 de septiembre de 1808, en Aranjuez, la deno-
minada Junta Suprema Gubernativa o Junta
Central, presidida por el conde de Floridablanca,
la cual tenia por funcién asumir el poder del Es-
tado espaiiol durante la ausencia del rey Fernando
VII, cuya abdicacién habia sido también decla-
radanula. Igualmente, se conformé6 una Junta
Militar, que resulté totalmente ineficaz, como lo
va a demostrar la sucesién de acontecimientos
posteriores.

Antelacreciente resistencia del pueblo espaiiol,
Napoledn decide entonces intervenir directamen-
te yal mando de un ejército de 250.000 hombres,
entra a Espana desde Francia. Luego de que sus
experimentadas tropas causen sucesivas derrotas
alos ejércitos espanoles, Napoledn entra en Ma-
drid, en noviembre de 1808, para continuar luego
hacia el sur. Ante esta situacién, laJunta Central,
que gobernaba sobrela Espafianoocupada, aban-
dona Aranjuez pararefugiarse, primeroen Sevilla,
y luego por mar en Cadiz; ciudad que se mantenia
resistiendo a un terrible asedio por tierra.

Debido ala profunda crisis creada porla guerra, la
Junta Central Suprema ordena, mediante decreto
del 22 de mayo de 1809 y asumiendo una atribu-
cién que hasta entonces sélo era competencia del
rey, la celebracion de Cortes Extraordinariasy
Constituyentes. Dadala ocupacién casi total de
Espana porlos franceses, las Cortes, previstas
para 1810, tuvieron que reunirse primero en San
Fernando, entonces Isla de Ledn, y después en
Cadiz, que se mantenia sitiada por tierra porlas
fuerzasfrancesas.

E129 de enerode 18101aJunta Central, desacre-
ditada porlas sucesivas derrotas militares ante
los franceses, promulga un decreto autodisolvién-
dosey creando el Consejo de Regencia de Espana
elIndias, que sera el que finalmente organice la
convocatoriay constitucién de las Cortes.
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Over and above the rivalry among military lead-
ers who undertook actions without consulting
among themselves, the lack of political agreement
was added as tothe need tointroduce reforms to
the Ancient Regime system. In addition, indivi-
dual claims from each territory emerged, demand-
ing greater autonomy, spurred on by the climate
of defacto federalism that had arisen with the
establishment of various provincial governments.
Despite this, a general agreement was reached
that permitted the formation of the so-called Su-
preme Governing Junta or Central Junta (Junta
Suprema Gubernativa or Junta Central) at Aran-
juezonthe 25thof September, 1808. It was chaired
by the Count of Floridablanca, whose function was
toassume the power of the Spanish State during
the absence of King Ferdinand VII, whose abdi-
cation had alsobeen declared invalid. Similarly,
a Military Junta was formed, which proved to

be totally ineffective, as demonstrated by subse-
quent events.

Facingincreasing resistance from the Spanish
people, Napoleon decided tointervene directly,
and taking command of an army of 250,000 men
he entered Spain from France. Following succes-
sive victories over the Spanish armies at the hands
of his experienced troops, Napoleon entered Ma-
drid in November, 1808, and from there he contin-
ued to move south. In this situation, the Central
Junta ruling over unoccupied Spain left Aranjuez
and soughtrefuge firstin Seville, and then by the
seain Cadiz, a city that had been resisting a ter-
rible land siege.

Because of the severe crisis created by the war,
the Supreme Central Juntaissued a decree on
May 2274 1809, assuming powers that until then
had been the exclusive province of the king, cre-
ating the Extraordinary and Constituent Courts
(Cortes Extraordinariasy Constituyentes). Given
that Spain was almost totally occupied by the
French, the Courts, scheduled to take effectin
1810, were compelled to meet first in San Fernan-
do, then atIsla de Ledn, andlaterin Cadiz, which
was still under land siege by French forces.

The Central Junta, discredited by its successive
military defeats at the hands of the French, issued
adecreeon the 29th of J anuary, 1810, dissolving
itselfand creating the Council of Regency of Spain
and the Indies (Consejo de Regencia de Espariae
Indias) which eventually organized the conven-
tion and constitution of the Courts (Cortes).

FERNANDO VII
TV F U RTHE

Oleo de Francisco de Goya, 1814
¥, 75> A7 - dY, 1814
Oil painting by Francisco de Goya, 1814
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El124 de septiembre de 1810 seinstalan dichas
Cortes en Cadiz, manteniéndose activas hasta el
retorno de Fernando VII en 1814; retorno que se
hizo posible luego de que las fuerzas espanolas,
con el decisivo apoyo del ejércitoinglés, comanda-
do por el Duque de Wellington, lograran derro-
tar alos francesesy reconquistar su territorio.
Sin embargo, tan pronto Fernando se entroniza,
disolvera las Cortes, ordenara la detencién delos
diputadosliberales, anularala Constitucion, la
primera que tuvo Espanay quelas Cortes habian
promulgado en 1812, y restablecera el Absolu-
tismo como forma de gobierno.

Los debates constitucionales comenzaron el 25
de agostode 1811 y terminaron a comienzos de
1812, con la promulgacién de la Constitucién el
19 de marzo de ese afio. La discusién se desarrolld
enpleno asedio de Cadiz por las tropas francesas.
Latareadelas Cortes de Cadizfue crear un con-
junto deleyes de caracter liberal que permitiera
crear un nuevo orden social en sustituciéon de la
sociedad estamental que habia caracterizado a
Espana hasta ese momento. El nuevo sistema
politico se sustentaba en el principio de la sobera-
nianacional, mantenia la monarquia como for-
ma de gobierno, pero establecia al mismo tiempo
la divisién de poderes, a semejanza de Inglaterra.
Igualmente, se reconocian derechos comolali-
bertad deimprenta, laigualdadjuridica, la invio-
labilidad del domicilio, y otros derechos més pro-
pugnados por el pensamiento liberal.

Enlas Cortes de Cadiz estaban representados
los tres estamentos. Los liberales, los conserva-
dores y los burgueses, quienes sustituyeron a al-
gunosrepresentantes conservadores, al no poder
acceder estos a Cadiz debido a la ocupacién fran-
cesa. En general, las Cortes estaban compuestas
en principio por algo mas de trescientos diputa-
dos, aunque nunca se alcanzé esa cifra en ningu-
nasesién; delos cuales, cerca de sesenta fueron o
representaban a los americanos.

Entodocaso, ninguno de ellos pertenecia alas
clases populares, aunque algunos decian repre-
sentarla. La mayor parte eran eclesiasticosy
abogados, pertenecientes ala burguesia intelec-
tual y funcionarial, alos que se sumaban algunos
aristocratas con titulonobiliario, que habianlo-
gradorefugiarse en Cadiz. Seran, pues, estas
clasesaltas, enlas que predominanlasideasdela
ilustraciény del liberalismo, las que efectuaran
larevolucién liberal en Espana.
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The Courts wereinstalled in Cadiz on September
24th, 1810, were they function until the return
of Ferdinand VIIin 1814. His return made it pos-
sible for the Spanish armed forces, with the deci-
sive support of the English army commanded by
the Duke of Wellington, to succeed in defeating
the French and retake their territory. However,
no sooner was Fernando enthroned than he dis-
solved the Courts, ordered the arrest of the liberal
deputies, and voided the Constitution, the first
that Spain had ever had and that the Courts had
enactedin 1812. He then restored absolutism as
aform of government.

The constitutional debates began on August 2 5th,
1811, and ended in early 1812, with the promul-
gation of the Constitution on the 19thof March
ofthat same year. The discussions took place dur-
ing the full siege of Cadizby the French troops.
The task of the Courtsof Cadizwastocreateaset
of liberal laws that would create a new social or-
der in place of a privileged-class society that had
characterized Spain until that time. The new po-
litical system was based on the principle of nation-
al sovereignty, which maintained the monarchy
as a form of government, but at the same time
established the division of powers, similar tothat
in England. It alsorecognized rights such as free-
dom of the press, equality under the law, inviola-
bility of domicile, and other rights enshrined in
more liberal thinking.

The Courts of Cadiz were made up by three politi-
calclasses: liberals, conservatives and the bour-
geoisie, whoreplaced some conservative represen-
tatives who were unable toreach Cadiz due to the
French occupation. In general, the Courts were in
principle composed of more than three hundred
representatives, though they neverreached that
figure in any single session; of these, about sixty
were, or represented, the inhabitants of the colo-
nies of the Americas.

In any case, none of these belonged to the work-
ing classes, although some claimed to represent
them. Most were clergy and lawyers, members of
the intellectual bourgeoisie and civil servants, to
which were added several titled aristocrats who
had managed to take refugein Cadiz. Inthe end,
it would be these upper classes, in which theideas
of the Enlightenment and liberalism were pre-
dominant, that made the liberal revolution in
Spain.
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La situacion en Ameérica

FT T RAY 1 OKT

The situation in the Americas

Varios afios antes de que la crisis del imperio es-
panol alcanzara su punto maximo, impulsada
por la ocupacién de las tropas francesasy la ab-
dicacién de sus reyes en favor de Napoleén, en el
contexto americano se venian produciendo rebe-
liones y movimientos de liberacién que se van a
hacer mas concretos y definitivos a partir de 1804,
cuando los esclavos de Saint Domingue procla-
men suindependencia de Francia y constituyan
la Republica de Haiti.

Cinco afios después, en 1809, y favorecido por la
crisis espanola, seiniciara en casitodala Amé-
rica hispana el proceso de conformacién de Juntas
de Gobierno Auténomo que, ala manera delas
creadas en Oviedoy Sevilla, asumen su propio
gobiernoy se declaran defensoras de los Derechos
de Fernando VIIy contrala ocupacién francesa:
Chuquisacay Quito en 1809; Caracas, Buenos
Aires, Bogota y México (Grito de Dolores) en 1810.
Pocotiempo después, enla medida en quelas fuer-
zasrevolucionarias se van imponiendo sobre las
conservadoras, se comienzan a producir las de-
claraciones definitivas de Independencia, entre
las cualesla primera serala de Venezuela el 5 de
julio de 1811, siendo seguida por la de las Provin-
cias Unidas de Nueva Granada el 27 de noviembre
de 1811,1las Provincias Unidas de América del
Sur (Argentina) el 9dejuliode 1816, Chileen 1818,
Pertien 1820, Méxicoen 1821, Ecuador en 1822
y Bolivia en 1825, hasta culminar con la indepen-
dencia de Cuba en 1898 ; todas en medio o como
culminacién de largos anos de cruentas batallas
entre patriotas y realistas, durantelos cuales
muchas veces el sacrificio lleg6 a parecer inttil
dadaslasreconquistas sucesivas del territorio
por parte delas huestes monarquicas.

Sibien enla América hispanalas primeras repu-
blicas no se establecen sino aliniciarse la segunda
década del siglo XIX, lasideas quelasimpulsaron
se habian originado por lo menos unos treinta afios
atras. Alaluzdelos documentos histéricos re-
sulta hoyinnegable que para fines del siglo X VIII,
algunos criollos americanos se habian planteado
yatantola necesidad como la posibilidad de inde-
pendizar al menos su provincia del dominio espa-
fiol; llegandoincluso a formular, como veremos
luego, laintencién de establecer en ella un gobier-
norepublicano. Lasideas dela Ilustracién, junto
al ejemplo de independencia dado por las colonias
inglesas de Norteamérica y, posteriormente, el
cuestionamiento que dela monarquia representé
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Several years before the crisis of the Spanish Em-
pire reached its peak, driven by the occupation
of French troops and their kings’ abdication in
favor of Napoleon, revolts and liberation move-
ments in the Americas had begunto spread and
take more tangible and definitive form. This be-
ganin 1804, when the slaves of Saint Domingue
declared their independence from France and
gave birth to the Republic of Haiti.

Five yearslater, in 1809, and riding the coattails
of the crisisin Spain, the process of forming au-
tonomous government juntas beganin almost all
Hispanic America. Following the examples those
established in Oviedo and Seville, these juntas
formed independent governments, declared them-
selves to be defenders of the Rights of Ferdinand
VII, and stood in opposition to the French occupa-
tion. These were: Chuquisaca and Quitoin 1809;
and Caracas, Buenos Aires, Bogota and Mexico
(Cry of Dolores) in 1810. Shortly thereafter, as
revolutionary forces overpowered the conservative
ones, definitive declarations of Independence
were made; the first was Venezuela on the 5thof
July, 1811; followed by the United Provinces of
New Granada on the 27th of November, 1811;the
United Provinces of South America (Argentina)
onduly 9th, 1816; Chilein 1818; Peruin 1820;
Mexicoin 1821; Ecuadorin 1822; and Boliviain
1825, culminating with the independence of Cuba
in 1898. These all came about in the midst of, or
asthe culmination of long years of bloody battles
between patriots and royalists, during which
many times the sacrifices made seemed tobe in
vain given the successive territorial re-conquests
by the monarchist forces.

While the first Hispanic-American republics
were not to take shape until the second decade of
the nineteenth century, theideas behind them
had originated at least some 30 years before. In
thelight of historical documents, itis undeniable
that by the late eighteenth century Hispanish
American Creoles had raised both the need and
the possibility of freeing at least their individual
provinces from Spanish rule; even to formulate
theintention of establishing within each province
arepublican government. Theideas of the Enlight-
enment, together with the example given by the
independence of the British coloniesin North
America; and later the questioning of the mon-
archy brought about by the French Revolution, as
well as the principles that were contained in the
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la Revolucién Francesa, asicomo los principios
contenidos enla Declaracién de los Derechos del
Hombreydel Ciudadano, contribuyeron a hacer
aflorarlascontradicciones internas que subya-
cianen esatotalidad aparentemente homogénea
que hasta entonces habia sidola monarquia
espanola.

En América, estas contradicciones se hicieron
mas patentes durante la segunda mitad del siglo
XVIII, desembocando en la multiplicacion de las
rebeliones, tanto lideradas por blancos criollos, tal
como la emprendida por Juan Francisco de Leén
(1756) o Manuel Gual y José Maria Espana (1797)
en Venezuela, como por negros esclavos o lideres
indigenas, entre las que cabe mencionarla suble-
vacién que dirigié el indigena maya Canek (1730-
1761) en Nueva Espania en 1761 olarebelion de
José Gabriel Condorcanqui (1738-1781), conocido
como Tupac Amaru, descendiente de la tltima
aristocraciaindigena en el virreinato del Peru,
en 1780, y cuyas consecuencias se dejaron sentir
hasta Nueva Granaday el occidente de la Provin-
cia de Venezuela.

Igualmente, se encuentran referencias de que ya
en 1742, en Nueva Espania, algunos criollos mexi-
canos habian buscado el apoyo de las tropas bri-
tanicas para poner en ejecucion un plan de tipo
autonomista. Intenciones similares habrian sido
alimentadas, entre otros, por Antonio del Prado
en 1782, quien sofiaba con un gobierno indepen-
diente para el Rio de la Plata y el Pert, asi como
por Luis Vidal o Vidalle, Vicente de Aguiary Dio-
nisio Contreras en 1784, y por Francisco de Men-
diola en 1785. Los tres primeros habrian buscado
emancipar ala Nueva Granada, en tanto que Men-
diola pretendia hacerlo en México!. Anteriora
ellos, en 1766, un militar francés, el marqués de
Aubarede, acompafiado de algunos mexicanos
descontentos, habria presentado al gobierno de
Londresunvasto plan para emancipar Nueva Es-
pafia. El mismo plan habria sido nuevamente pre-
sentado a las autoridadesinglesasen 1770-17712.

Cierto es que se hace necesario tomar con pruden-
cia algunos de estos antecedentes, sobrelos cuales
muchas veces no existen sino vagas referencias
que van siendo retomadas sucesivamente por los
diversos historiadores. Pero esigualmente cierto
que allado de estos dudosos antecedentes se en-
cuentran otros proyectos que si estan mejor docu-
mentados. A este respecto, vale considerarlas
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Declaration of the Rightsof Man and of the Citizen,
contributed toreveal the internal contradictions
that lay beneath the apparent total homogeneity
that had been the Spanish Monarchy.

Inthe Spanish America, these contradictions be-
came most obvious during the second half of the
eighteenth century, a time characterized by mul-
tiple rebellions; some led by white Creoles, such
asthose undertaken by Juan Francisco de Leon
(1756), and Manuel Gual and José Maria Espana
(1797) in Venezuela. Other rebellion were led by
black slaves or indigenous leaders, notably that of
the uprisingled by the indigenous Mayan Canek
(1730-1761) in New Spainin 1761; and the rebel-
lion of José Gabriel Condorcanqui (1738-1781)
known as Tupac Amaru, the last descendant of
the native aristocracy in the Viceroyalty of Peru,
in 1780, and whose consequences were felt in New
Granada and western portion of the province of
Venezuela.

Similarly, there are references that as early as
1742 in New Spain several Mexican Creoles had
sought the support of British troops to putinto
motion a plan for autonomy. Similar intentions
hadbeen fed, among others, by Antonio del Prado
in 1782, who dreamed of an independent govern-
ment for the Rio de la Plata and Peru, as well as :
Luis Vidal o Vidalle, Vicente de Aguiar and Dio- JOSE GA?{IS];\L 79?5111)(;}{2‘*5?2
nisio Contrerasin 1784, and by Francisco de Men- - R
diolain 1785. The first three tried to liberate Nue-

va Granada, while Mendiola wanted to accom-

plish the same in Mexico.! Previous to them, in

1766, a French military officer, the Marquis de

Aubarede, accompanied by some disgruntled

Mexicans presented to the governmentin London

an ambitious plan toemancipate New Spain. The

same plan was resubmitted to the English author-

itiesin 1770-1771.2

Itiscertainly advisable to carefully examine some
of these antecedents, as more often than not there
exist only vague references to them successively
repeated by various historians. Butitis equally
true that there are also other projects that have
been better documented. In thisregard, itis worth
considering the proposals made to the British gov-
ernment by the former Jesuits Juan José Godoy

1 Cf. W. S. Robertson, op. cit., Cap. I; Salvador de Madariaga,
) Le Déclin de ’Empire espagnol dAmérique, Paris, 1986, Cap.
and Juan Pablo Viscardoy Guzman. XIX; Roberto Maria Tisnes, Movimientos Pre-independien-
tes Gran-Colombianos, Bogotd, 1963, pp. 45ss; C. Villanueva,

Juan José Godoy, a former Chilean Jesuit who op. cit., pp. 18-47.

arrivedin London in 1781, apparently presented

. . . 2 . .
tothe English government a project which sought ¢ C-Villanueva, op. cit.,p. 19.
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propuestas hechas al gobiernoinglés por los an-
tiguos jesuitas Juan José Godoy y Juan Pablo
Viscardoy Guzman.

JuandJosé Godoy, ex-jesuita chileno llegado a Lon-
dresen 1781, parece haber presentado al gobier-
noinglés un proyecto que buscaba establecer,
con el apoyo dela marina britanica, un gobierno
independiente en el sur de América, especifica-
mente en lasregiones de Chile, Pert, Tucuman
ylaPatagonia. Godoy, quien actuaba bajo el fal-
sonombre de Anger, tenia en su poder mapas de
esasregiones y documentos que lo acreditaban
como representante del reino de Chiley encarga-
do de negociar el apoyo de Inglaterra®. Luego de
infructuosos intentos por obtener dicho apoyo,
Godoy deja Londres, en 1785, parairse a los Es-
tados Unidos. Sin embargo, la Corona espafiola,
que mantenia bajo vigilancia a los jesuitas ame-
ricanos exiliados en Europa?y que temia, sobre
todo después de laindependencia de las colonias
angloamericanas, la aparicién de movimientos
independentistas en sus colonias, va a interpre-
tarla partida de Godoy de Londres como el inicio
de una eventual expedicién armada contra sus
posesiones en América. En consecuencia, desde
Madrid se envia una circular acompanada dela
descripcién de Juan José Godoy, a Pert, Chile,
Santa Fe y otrasregiones del continente ameri-
cano, hasta que, finalmente, el ex-jesuita es lo-
calizado por el gobierno espariol en Charleston,
Carolina del Sur; organizandose deinmediato
un plan para apoderarse de su persona. Enganado,
Godoy esinducido a embarcarse rumbo a Carta-
gena, donde es hecho prisionero. Mas tarde sera
transferido a Cadiz, Espaiia, donde muere en
prisién en 1787.

Durantela misma década, llega ala capitalingle-
sadJuan Pablo Viscardoy Guzman (1748-1798).
Inicialmente exiliado en Italia, estejesuita, oriun-
do de Arequipa (Pert), va arequerirle en 1781 al
gobiernoinglés, a través de susrepresentantes en
laToscana, que envie tropas a América en apoyo
allevantamiento de Tipac Amaru. Para reforzar
su peticién viaja a Londres en 1782; sin embargo,
aunque Inglaterra siempre codicié las colonias
espaiiolas en América, mas le preocupaba mante-
ner el equilibrio de poder en Europa y en ese mo-
mento no tenia ningn interés en provocar un
nuevo conflicto con Espania, puesto que se estaban
dandolos preliminares del Tratado de Versalles.

WO DHRHFITDOWTIZBEBR R B IR A DFE a5
IMEDRUB L — AN WD TEEI I L END
BT EIIHENTZ, L LRICLEM R &IE, TNHEEDbN
DHEKEREE EBIC, KOO D B DHKHEN A
CTWwWaEnsc ez, chucBLTid, AT ARE LY
TR dRAET TV eNTaEANVR A TAR
VA F VY ZBUFICH UTIT o T iR R 2 Mgt 9 S i i A
H%,

17814 Y RACEIE LI FUDTTALAAR LT 7 -
Bl IR AFVRBEOLBEGTHT AV I—E
TKINTIETV, R)V—, b 7R = 7—ITHN T
2T B2 A ) ABUFICIRIE L2 X5 TH B,

T U=V BHTEI LTV IRAIZTh 5D
DOHIKE . BN FVDRETAF Y ADZIERD 1) 7%
LT AN THBEDEML O EEHESTVES, 18
R ZAAMIERTHKD D, TRAIF17854FE T R B FE
BREICD STz, LA L, I—mw ISERE NI ZRA
VHET AV EDA T AAS B FicE et o8
) ZRHT AV A DI & 0 DU il B D IR 5E B D FE
HRBNTWIEARAL VERIZ, TRAOOYRUHED
HNT 7277 A1) F7 K B oD At FHh SZ il b 2 3 ik B 72 & i
Uz ZOFBR IR =R SV —, FU YR T
. ZOMOMIFITT TV R - ARA DR MERL LIS
DOEEEEEIRNESN, ARAIEDWVICT IR T T4
FOF v —)VA R TARA VBFFICHERENT, RA
DERRZHIR T Bt EEIC I T I N, IR A3
ENTHIVZNF AT TRME S S NIEHNIC IO THIEA
ENTze ZDHBANRA VDI T4 AHEN, 17T8THERFR
HICIEL Lz,

[17804EMRICT T >/ 8T a - CAHIVR e A+ TAR YV
(1748~1798) WAFVXOEHNCHNE Uiz, BREN
BHARI)TIATHT2T7 LFS (R)—) HEDZDATX
A&0E, 17814E, "AH—F DR NZBE L TAF VR
BRFIC R LT AU A KEEICE R ZIRGEL b7 -7 <)
DONELESIET B I BRFE LIz, £z, 17824EIClFE 51
VRN EER TR EFE 2 Uiz, AFVRIIHICT
AV KPEDARA Vi RMZELE LTI, Fh &k
DELERENT WD T — ) I B W THE DY %
RDOTETH Tz YKHIT IV YA LS DIRSEHIN
KDDHH12eTATHHTdD, AFVAIARA D
Friclain e s | E T 3T LIid e EL a5 Tz,



to establish an independent government in South
America with the support of the British navy, spec-
ifically in the regions of Chile, Peru, Tucuman
and Patagonia. Godoy, who acted under the false
name of Anger, was in possession of maps of these
regions and documents that accredited him as
representative of the Kingdom of Chile charged
with negotiating the support of England.?After
unsuccessful attempts to obtain such support, Go-
doy left Londonin 1785, to goto the United States.
However, the Spanish Crown, which maintained
surveillance of Hispanish American Jesuitsin
exilein Europe** and who feared, especially fol-
lowing the independence of the Anglo-American
colonies, therise of independence movementsin
its colonies, interpreted Godoy’s departure from
London as the beginning of an armed expedition
against their territories in the Americas. Conse-
quently, a circular, accompanied by a descrip-
tion of Juan José Godoy, was sent from Madrid
to Peru, Chile, Santa Fe and other regions of the
Americas, until the Spanish government finally
located the former Jesuit in Charleston, South
Carolina. A plan was immediately set in motion
to arrest Godoy. Deceived, Godoy was forced to
set sail for Cartagena, where he was taken pris-
oner. Later he would be transferred to Cadiz,
Spain, where he died in prisonin 1787.

During the same period, Juan Pablo Viscardoy
Guzman (1748-1798) arrived in the British capi-
tal. Initially in exile in Italy in 1781, this Jesuit,
anative of Arequipa (Peru), petitioned the English
government, through their representativesin
Tuscany, to send troops to America to support the
uprising of Tupac Amaru. He traveled to London
in 1782 in order to reinforce his request. However,
although England always coveted Spain’s colonies
in America, it was more concerned about main-
taining the balance of power in Europe and at that
time had nointerest in provoking a new conflict
with Spain, since they were in preliminary ne-
gotiations of the Treaty of Versailles.

3Cf. Miguel Batllori, El Abate Viscardo. Historiay mito de la
intervencion de los Jesuitas en la independencia de Hispano-
américa, Caracas, 1953, pp. 59ss.

4Desde su llegada a Europa, los jesuitas americanos fueron
sometidos a controles de residencia. No podian cambiar de
residencia sin autorizacién previa delas autoridades espafiolas
de la regién donde habitaban. Las desapariciones eran inme-
diatamentenotificadasa Madrid. Cf. ibid., p. 283.

4*Upon arriving in Europe, the American Jesuits were sub-
jected to residency registration. They could not change resi-
dence without prior permission from the Spanish authorities
in the region where they lived. Madrid was immediately noti-
fied of any disappearances. Cf. ibid., p. 283
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Viscardo permanece en Londres hasta mayo de
1784, pararegresar mastardeen 1792. Esen este
ultimo anio que escribe sularga y fundamental
“Cartaalos Espanoles-Americanos”, verdadera
justificacién ideolégica de la independencia glo-
bal dela América meridional®. Alregresaralngla-
terra, este antiguo jesuita peruano, quien actua-
babajo el nombre de Paolo Rossi, retomara sus
contactos con el gobierno, pero sin lograr tampoco
interesarlo en sus planes. Para ese momento, la
Gran Bretana se encontraba muy préxima a Es-
pafiay alresto de las monarquias europeas que
se oponian ala Revolucion francesa. De alli que
lo inico que Viscardo logra obtener del gobierno
inglés es una pension de trescientas libras ester-
linas que le permitira radicarse en Londres. Sin
llegar siquiera a publicar su “Carta”, muere en
esa ciudad a fines de febrero de 1798, y Miranda,
quien haregresado de Paris un mes antes, no
escuchara hablar de él sino hasta después de su
muerte®.

Ademas de Godoy y Viscardo, otros jesuitas pare-
cen haberllegado también a Londres durante esos
afios con los mismos propdsitos independentistas,
tal como se desprende de documentos dela época’.
Igualmente cabe resaltarlainfluencia de otros
jesuitas expulsados de América enla conformacién
delaideologia emancipatoria, en particular Fran-
cisco Xavier Clavijeroy el abate Juan Ignacio
Molina, asicomo algunos franciscanos y miem-
bros del bajo clero que tenian contacto con todoslos
estratos de la poblacién alolargo del continente,
y quienes contribuyeron a acrisolar la conciencia
delaidentidad americana en muchos patriotas.

Elproblema dela conformaciény dela conciencia
delaidentidad americana constituy6 en ese mo-
mento uno de los obstaculos mas dificiles de su-
perar en el camino alaindependencia. En efecto,
aun cuando la desigualdad en el acceso al poder
politico habia generado alolargo del periodo co-
lonial una oposicién cada vez mas marcada entre
peninsulares y americanos, la misma no habia
impedido, hasta ese momento, quelos “vasallos
nacidos en lasIndias” consideraran a Espafna
como su nacién o su patria. A falta dereferencias
politicas alternativas, la monarquia era tenida
—apesar de cualquier descontento—como el sis-
tema “natural” de gobierno, y la pertenencia a
unreino, como la referencia primera de la defini-
ci6én politica de los individuos.
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Viscardoremainedin London until May 1784,
only toreturnlaterin 1792. Itisin thislast year
that he wrote hislong and most fundamental
work, “Carta alos Espanoles-Americanos” (Letter
tothe Spanish-Americans), a truly ideological
justification for the overall independence of South
America.” Returning to England, this former Pe-
ruviandesuit, who acted under the name of Paolo
Rossi, resumed his contacts with the government,
but was unsuccessful in interesting them in his
plans. By that time, Britain had become quite
close to Spain and to the other European monar-
chies who were opposed to the French Revolution.
Consequently, the only benefit Viscardo managed
toobtain was a pension of three hundred pounds
that would allow him to settle in London. Without
even being able to publish his “Letter”, he died
inthat cityinlate February 1798. Miranda, who
had returned from Paris a month earlier, did not
even hear of him until after his death.®*

Besides Godoy and Viscardo, other Jesuits also
seem to have arrived in London during those years
with the same goals for independence, asis clear
from documents from that period.” Also worth
notingis the influence that other Jesuits expelled
from America hadin shaping the independence
ideal. Theseincluded Francisco Xavier Clavijero
and the abbot Juan Ignacio Molina, and some
Franciscans as well as members of the lower cler-
gy who had contact with all segments of the popu-
lation throughout the continent, and who contrib-
uted toraising the consciousness of American
identity in many patriots.

The problem of molding the Hispanish American
identity and consciousness at that time was one
of the hardest obstacles to overcome on the road
toindependence. Indeed, throughout the colonial
period unequal access to political power had gen-
erated increasingly marked opposition between
peninsular Spaniards and the Hispanic Ameri-
cans, but thus farit had not prevented “subjects
bornin the Indies” to consider Spain as their na-
tion or their motherland. In the absence of alter-
native political references, the monarchy was
seen—despite some discontent—as a “natural”
system of government, and being a member of a
kingdom, as the highest recognition of individu-
al political identity.

5La“Cartaalos Espafioles-Americanos” fue redactada origi-
nalmente en francés. Es Miranda quien la traduce o la hace
traducir al espafiol en 1800, y es también el primero en publi-
carla tanto en su versién francesa (1799), como en su versién
espariola (1801). Es necesario recordar que en marzo de 1790,
Miranda habia ya presentado al gobierno inglés su primer
plan emancipador.

6Es Rufus King, el representante de los Estados Unidos en
la Corte de Londres, quien da a conocer a Mirandala “Carta”
y otros documentos escritos por Viscardo. Este altimo habia
legadotodos sus bienes a King, y el norteamericano traspasa
luego a Miranda los papeles dejados por aquél.

7Cf. Ricardo Becerra, Ensayo histérico documentado de la
vida de Don Francisco de Miranda, Caracas, 1896, T. I, 1ib. I,
cap.1,p.89.

5*The “Carta a los Espanoles-Americanos” (Letter to the
Spanish-Americans) was originally written in French.
Miranda who translated or had it translated into Spanish in
1800, was also the first to publish it in its original French ver-
sionin 1799, asinits Spanish versionin 1801. It should be not-
edthat Mirandahad already presented his first emancipation
plantothe English governmentin March of 1790.

"It was Rufus King, the United States’ representative to the
Court of London, who made Miranda aware of the “Letter”
and other documents written by Viscardo. The latter had be-
queathed all his property to King, and the American then
transferred to Miranda all the papersleft tohim by Viscardo.
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Portada de la “Carta a los espafoles americanos” de Juan
Pablo Viscardo. Publicada en Londres en 1801.
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Cover of “Carta a los espaifioles americanos” (Letter to the
Spanish American) By Juan Pablo Viscardo Published
in London, 1801.

Por otra parte, fuerza es notar que la permanencia
dela situacién colonial habia ido produciendo en
las sociedades americanas un descentramiento
delos polos deidentificacién cultural en provecho
dela metrépoli. Los criollos, educados conforme
alos valores fundamentales de la sociedad espa-
nola, como lo eran la nobleza del linaje, la pureza
de sangre, lafe cristianay el cultivo de la lengua
castellana, veian en el cumplimiento de esos va-
loreslas condiciones esenciales del inico modelo
posible de humanidad. Este factor yla arraigada
fidelidad real, sellegaron a combinar de tal modo
que alos patriotas americanos noles serd posible
resolver el problema dela sustitucién dela monar-
quia, como sistema de organizacién social y po-
litica, por un régimen republicano, sin enfrentar,
simultéanea y necesariamente, el problema de la
identificacién cultural de los ciudadanos.

Alrespecto, se senalacomo antecedente delabus-
queda de unaidentidad propialareacciéon de al-
gunos criollos dela segunda mitad del siglo X VIII
ante el menosprecio quela mayor parte delos euro-
peos mostraban hacia Américay los americanos,
como se mostraba particularmente en las obras
de Buffon y de De Pauw. Varios son los textos que
como los de Clavijero, el padre Molina, Caldas,
José Manuel Davalos o Hip6lito Unanue, se pro-
ducen en defensa tanto dela tierra y lasriquezas
americanas, como de ciertos rasgos culturales es-
pecificos de sus habitantes. De esta manera, tanto
comoreaccién ainfluenciasideolégicas exégenas,
que comoresultado delas contradiccionesinternas
generadas porla dominacién colonial, va a comen-
zara desarrollarse enla América hispana, en
lasultimas décadas del siglo XVIII, un proceso
de “desidentificacién” tanto politico como cultural
respecto ala “madre patria”. Proceso que permi-
tira entender mejor los sucesos que se desencade-
naran apartirde 1808, cuandolos reclamos de
autonomia comiencen a encontrar vias de expre-
si6n a través de la conformacién de Juntas de Go-
bierno en distintos lugares de nuestra América.

Este proceso de distanciamiento respecto a Espa-
fia no sera nada facil. La desidentificacién politi-
caexigira, por una parte, la conciencia de estar
siendo desposeidoinjustamente del derecho a con-
ducir el propio destinoy, por la otra, la capacidad
de proponer un modelo alternativo de gobierno.
En cuanto ala desidentificacion cultural, puesto
quesetratadeun procesoligadoalaesencia misma
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Moreover, it isincumbent to recognize that the
longevity of the colonial situation had produced in
the Hispanic American societies a de-centering
of the polarities of cultural identification that
benefited the Spanish metropolis. The Creoles,
educated according to the fundamental values of
Spanish society: nobility of lineage, purity of
blood, the Christian faith and the culture of the
Castilianlanguage, saw in living those values
the essential terms of the only possible model for
humanity. This factor, together with deeply en-
trenched loyalty to the Crown, conspired in such
away as to make it impossible for the Hispanic
American patriots to resolve the problem of sub-
stituting the monarchy as a system of social and
political organization, with a republican regime,
without facing simultaneously and necessarily the
problem of the cultural identification of citizens.

Inthisregard, as a precedent for the search of
anindependentidentity, the reaction that some
Creoles expressed for the contempt that most
Europeans showed towards Hispanic America
and the Hispanic Americans during thelatter half
of the eighteenth century, was noteworthy, as was
specifically recorded in the works of Buffon and
De Pauw. There are several texts, such as those
of Clavijero, Father Molina, Caldas, José Manuel
Davalos or Hipdlito Unanue, which defended
Hispanic American soil and its wealth, as well as
certain specific cultural traits of its inhabitants.
Thus, both as a response to externally-related
ideological influences and as a result of internal
contradictions generated by colonial domination,
there soon began to develop in Hispanic America
in the last decades of the eighteenth century a
process of “de-identification”, both politically and
culturally, with respect to the motherland. This
process permits a better understanding of the
events that unfolded in 1808, when claims of inde-
pendence began to take hold through the forma-
tion of autonomous governments in various parts
of our America.

This process of detachment from Spain was not at
all easy. Political de-identification required first-
ly, awareness of being unjustly deprived of one’s
right to determine one’s own destiny; and second-
ly, the ability to propose an alternate form of gov-
ernment. Asfar as cultural de-identification was
concerned it required prior attempts at deep emo-
tional change since it was a process linked to the
very essence of each individual. However, these
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delosindividuos, el mismorequerira que previa-
mente se produzcan cambios profundos a nivel
delas mentalidades. Pero estos no pueden darse
sino a partir de cambios igualmente profundos
en el cuerpo social del cuallos individuos han
aprendido a sentirse parte constituyente.

Histéricamente hablando, la desidentificacién
politica va a ser alcanzada mucho mas temprano
quelaruptura delaidentidad cultural generada
alolargodelacolonia,y a pesar de lainterdepen-
dencia entre ambas, el proceso de esta ultima
continuara a todololargo del siglo XIX yllevara
alamayor parte delos pensadores latinoameri-
canos, desde Juan Bautista Alberdi hasta casi
nuestros dias, areclamar para el subcontinente
una “segunda independencia” o una “emancipa-
cién mental”.

Porlo que respecta ala ruptura politica—a pesar
del juramento de fidelidad a Fernando VIIy de
las vacilaciones y dudas que signaron constante-
mente el proceso—la tendencia general de lasJun-
tas de Gobierno que seinstalan en Hispanoamé-
ricay que comienzan a transformar su reclamo
de autonomia en claro deseo deindependencia a
partir de 1810, fue la de regirse por los principios
delademocraciarepublicana. Esta tendencia, en
gran parte producto de las influencias exégenas
yamencionadas, encerrabaigualmentela nece-
sidad de profundizarla ruptura conlo que a partir
de ese momento comenzo a ser referido como “los
tres siglos de opresién” o “la horrible tirania”, ejer-
cida por los representantes de las monarquias
europeas en el Nuevo Mundo.

Entodocaso, fuela élite criolla la que hegemonizd
el proceso politico deindependencia, iniciandose
éste de manera mas consciente con actores tales
como José Antonio Rojas [1732-1816] en Santiago
de Chile; Antonio Narifio [1765-1823] y Pedro
Fermin de Vargas [1762-1830] en Santa Fe de Bo-
gotd; José Baquijanoy Carrillo [1751-1818] e
Hipo6lito Unanue [1755-1833] en Lima; Eugenio
de Santa Cruzy Espejo [1747-1795] en Quito;
Manuel Belgrano [1770-1820] en Buenos Aires;
Manuel Gual [1759-1800], José Félix Ribas
[1775-1815] y Miguel José Sanz[1756-1814] en
Caracas, y muchos méas que habria también que
mencionar como precursores de lo que luego sera
una campana continental por laindependencia,
dela que Miranda sera el graniniciador y Bolivar
lafigura sefiera.
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changes could not occur without an equal and
profound change in the society where each indi-
vidual hadlearned to feel as anintegral part.

Historically speaking, political de-identification
was achieved much earlier than the breaking with
the culturalidentity developed over the course
of the colonial period; and despite the interdepen-
dencebetween the two, the process of the latter
would continue throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury. This would lead most Latin American in-
tellectuals, from Juan Bautista Alberdi, practi-
cally to the present day, to call for the subcontinent
toundergo a “second independence” or “mental
emancipation”.

Asfar asthe political break was concerned —and
despite their oath of allegiance to Fernando VII
and the misgivings and doubts that continuously
marked the process—in 1810, the general tenden-
cy of the autonomous governments established
in Hispanic America was to transform their claim
of autonomy into concrete desires for indepen-
dence, choosing to follow the principles of repub-
lican democracy. This trend, which waslargely
the product of the external influences mentioned
previously, also required the need to deepen the
rupture from that moment onward so that it began
tobe referred to as “three centuries of oppression”
or “the awful tyranny” imposed by the represen-
tatives of the European monarchiesin the New
World.

In any event, it was the conscious Creole elite that
took charge of the political process of indepen-
dence: José Antonio Rojas [1732-1816] in Santia-
go, Chile; Antonio Narifio [1765-1823] and Pedro
Fermin Vargas [1762-1830] in Santa Fe de Bo-
got4; José Baquijano [1751-1818] and Hipdlito
Unanue [1755-1833] in Lima; Eugenio de Santa
Cruzy Espejo [1747-1795] in Quito; Manuel Bel-
grano [1770-1820] in Buenos Aires; Manuel Gual
[1759-1800], José Felix Ribas [1775-1815] and
Miguel José Sanz[1756-1814] in Caracas; and
many more of note who would later be precursors
of thelong continental campaign for indepen-
dence. Of these Miranda was the great initiator
and Bolivar theleading figure.
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La situacion en Venezuela
N AL T DL,

The Situation in Venezuela

Francisco de Miranda estal vez el primer suda-
mericano en quien se manifiesta de manera expli-
cita esa doble necesidad de alcanzar tantolainde-
pendencia politica comola emancipacién mental.
Porestarazon, sisele puedellamar conjusto ti-
tulo el Precursor delaindependencia delas colo-
nias hispanoamericanas, noha de serlo tanto por
haber sido el primero en armar una expediciéon
con propoésitos liberadoresy desembarcar con
éxito en territorio de una colonia espafiola, como
efectivamente lo hizo en La Vela de Coroel 3de
agosto de 1806, como por su anticipacién en
negar los fundamentos de legitimacion de la domi-
nacibén espaiiola y por proponer parala América
meridional —-tomada como unidad continental—
no un simple cambio de gobernantes ola supre-
s16n de alginimpuesto, meta generalmente perse-
guida porlos movimientos contestarios ocurridos
hasta ese momento, sino el sistema republicano
como modelo politico alternativo. En segundo
lugar, y tal vez de mayor importancia ontoldgica,
esigualmente precursor por suempeno en tratar
de discernirlas notas caracteristicas del ser
americano. Para ello, Miranda debid también
realizar su propio proceso de ruptura personal
con esa totalidad enla cual aprendid a situarse
existencialmente.

Desdeesta doble vertiente, el problema que sele
plantea a Miranda, como a muchos otros america-
nosy, en particular, a esa primera generacion de
emancipadores (Antonio Narino, Fermin Vargas,
Manuel Gual, ete.), es el de que a pesar de que con-
sideranrota y traicionadalarelacion tradicional
dereciprocidad entre servicio al rey y derechos de
vasallo, y de que las nuevas teorias politicas los
llevan ainterrogarse sobrelalegitimidad dela
monarquia espanola en América, noles sera ficil
romper con la secularidentificacién rey-patria
sobrela cual se asienta su propia identidad cultural.

Es debido quizas a esta temprana conciencia que,
de todos los planes presentados a Inglaterra so-
licitando apoyo paraindependizar la América
del dominio espafiol, los de Miranda sean no sélo
los mejor estructurados y los de mayor alcance,
sino también los primeros en que se solicite apoyo
de ese pais para emancipar ala América espafiola
ensutotalidad. A diferencia de sus predecesores,
quienes sélo pedian ayuda para emancipar su
provincia, Miranda pretendia acabar definitiva-
mente con el sistema de opresion global instaurado
por Espafia en América.
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Francisco de Miranda was perhaps the first South
American who explicitly expressed this dual need
toachieve both political independence and mental
emancipation. For this reason, he canjustly be
given the title of Precursor of the independence
movement of the Spanish American colonies, not
only because heled an armed expedition which
successfully landed on Spanish territory, asin-
deed it did in La Vela de Coro on the 39 of August,
1806, but because he anticipated the need toreject
the foundations of the legitimacy of the Spanish
domination. He also proposed for South America
—taken as a whole continental unit —the need not
just for a mere change of rulers, or the abolition
of taxes (a goal pursued by the other independence
movement leaders until then) but for the republi-
can system as an alternative political model. Per-
hapsof a greater ontological significance, he was
also a precursor in the effort of trying toidentify
the attributes of what it means to be Hispanic
American. Tothis end, Miranda had to undergo
his own personal process of breaking with the
universein which he had learned to existentially
position himself.

From this double perspective, the problem that
arose for Miranda, and paricularly for that first
generation of Hispanic Americans emancipators
(Antonio Narifio, Fermin Vargas, Manuel Gual,
etc..), was that even though they considered the
traditional bonds of reciprocity between service
tothe king and the rights of subjects broken and
betrayed, and the new political theories led them
to question the legitimacy of the Spanish monar-
chy in America, it was not easy for them to break
with the secularidentification of king-mother-
land on which their own cultural identity rested.

Itis perhaps owing tothis early awareness that
of all the plans submitted to solicit England’s sup-
portin weaning America from Spanish domina-
tion, Miranda’s plans were better structured,
more comprehensive, and the first in which sup-
port wasrequested of that country for the eman-
cipation of Spanish America as a whole. Unlike
their predecessors, who only sought help tolib-
erate each one’s province, Miranda sought to deal
definitively with the overall oppressive system
established by Spainin the America.
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Las causas de los levantamientos que sacudian
la América eran de variada indole. La primera a
lacual Miranda hace referencia es ala secular
discriminacién practicada contra los criollos, a
quienes los espanoles negaban la posibilidad de
obtener “empleos militares, civiles o eclesidsticos
de alguna consideracion y confiriéndolos sélo a
espafioles europeos de baja esfera por lo general,
que vienen alli para enriquecerse, ultrajar y opri-
mir alos infelices habitantes con una rapacidad
increible™® . En tanto que estos espafioles de “baja
esfera” se enriquecian injustamente, “la nobleza
americana” se encontraba sometida a un doble
yugo: seleimpedia viajar libremente, incluso a
lametrdpoliy, mas grave ain, “el infame Tribunal
delaInquisicién” la habia reducido a no pensar.
Del mismo modo que los Scythas—dice Miranda
en unanota a pie de pagina—arrancaban los ojos
de sus esclavos para que batieran con més pacien-
cialaleche, asimismo Espafia, con una crueldad
todaviamisrefinada, arrancaba alos americanos
“los 0jos del entendimiento” para poder someterlos
ain mas. A todo esto—contintia—deben agregarse
los impuestos excesivos, las injusticias y abusos
de todo tipo que llevaban a los pueblos de las di-
versas provincias a rebelarse constantemente.

Habiendo expuestola naturaleza ylas causas de
laopresién, Miranda consagra de seguidas algu-
nas lineas a refutar los pretendidos derechos de
Esparfia sobre América. Para ello, se contenta con
retomar una tesis del cronista Antonio de Herrera
y Tordesillas, segtinla cual los conquistadores
habian actuado “a sus propias expensas”?; de
donde resulta—concluye Miranda—quela Corona
espafiola no tendria materialmente ningun de-
recho sobre América. En cuanto ala donacién de
lastierras americanas que el Papa Alejandro VI
habia hecho alos Reyes Catdlicos, consideraba que
eraun asunto “para tratarlo (mas) jocosamente
en el dia que en una discusién seria”.

La América, pues, se encontraba plenamente jus-
tificada en subtsqueda deindependencia, y para
el éxito de esta empresa contaba, ademaés, con la
ventaja de una poblacion superior en nimeroy
conriquezas mucho méas grandes que las de Espa-
fa. Sin embargo, lainmensidad de su territorio
yla ausencia de medios de comunicacién interna
habianimpedido hasta el presentela coordinacién
efectiva delas acciones revolucionarias entrelas
diversas provincias que la integraban. Estando
estasrelaciones casireducidas a hacerse por via
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The causes of the uprisings that shook Hispanic
America came from various sources. The first of
these, to which Miranda makes reference, was
the discrimination practiced against the Creoles
for centuries, to whom the Spanish denied the
possibility of “being taken into consideration for
any military, civil or ecclesiastical employment
and of conferring these only to European Span-
iards of lower class in general who go there to
enrich themselves, insulting and oppressing the
unhappy people with anincredible greed”* While
these “low class” Spaniards unjustly enriched
themselves, “the Spanish American nobility” was
under a double yoke: they were prevented from
traveling freely, even to the Spanish metropolis
and, more seriously, “the infamous Court of the
Inquisition” had reduced them to stop thinking.
Just asthe Scythias— Miranda said in a footnote
—who gouged out the eyes of their slaves so they
would stir the milk more patiently, Spain with
an even morerefined cruelty gouged out “the eyes
of understanding” of the Hispanic Americansin
order to subdue them even further. To all this—he
continued —should be added excessive taxation,
injustice and abuse of all kinds, leading the people
of the various provinces to bein constant rebellion.

Having explained the nature and causes of oppres-
sion, Miranda devoted a few lines to refute the al-
leged rights of Spain over the Americas. To dothis,
he referred to a thesis of the historian Antonio
de Herreray Tordesillas, in which he sates that the
conquerors had acted “at their own expense™* and
hence—Miranda concluded —the Spanish Crown
would not materially have rights over America.
Asfor the donation of Americanlands that Pope
Alexander VIhad made to the Cathtolic Kings,
Miranda considered it tobe a matter “tobe treat-
ed (more) injest than as a serious discussion.”

The Americas, therefore, were fully justified in
seeking independence. To ensure the success of
this ventureit also had the advantage of having
a population higher in number and with riches
far superior to those of Spain. However, the vast-
ness of its territory and the lack of internal com-
munications had thus far prevented effective
coordination of revolutionary activities among the
various provinces. While these activities were
effectively confined to nautical transportation, it
became evident that a naval force capable of re-
sisting the Spanish fleets was alsoneeded to pro-
tect this means of communication. In this context,

8A fin de reforzar este argumento, Miranda agrega al final
del documento algunas citas tomadas de las obras “Voyage”
ded. Gage (1725-1750) y “Frezier’s Voyage to the South Sea in
1714” (Londres, 1717), en las cuales se da cuenta de la aver-
si6n que los criollos alimentaban contra los peninsulares, de-
bidoala discriminacién de que eran objeto.

8"In order to strengthen this argument, Miranda added, to
the end of the document, several quotes taken from “Voyage”
by J. Gage (1725-1750) and “Frezier’s Voyage to the South Sea
in 1714” (London, 1717), which described the aversion that the
Creoles harbored toward the peninsular Spaniards, a result
ofthe discrimination to which they were subjected.

9Descripci(’)n de las Indias Occidentales de Antonio de
Herrera. Historia General de los hechos de los castellanos en
las islas i tierra firme del mar Océano. Madrid, 1601-1615
(Dec. 2, Lib. 6, Cap. 6 ; Dec. 2, Lib. 10, Cap. 15 ; Dec. 3, Lib. 4,
Cap. 3). En su “Carta a los Espafioles-Americanos”, Viscardo
recurrealamismatesis.

9*Descripcién de las Indias Occidentales de Antonio de
Herrera. Historia General de los hechos de los castellanos en
las islas 1 tierra firme del mar Océano. Madrid, 1601-1615
(Dec. 2, Lib. 6, Cap. 6 ; Dec. 2, Lib. 10, Cap. 15 ; Dec. 3, Lib. 4,
Cap. 3). In his “Letter to the Spanish-Americans” Viscardo
usesthe sameargument.
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acuatica, era evidente la necesidad de contar con
una fuerza naval capazderesistir alas escuadras
espanolasy de proteger esa via de comunicacion.
En este contexto, Inglaterra se presentaba como
la potencia mejor preparada para hacerle frente
alos espanolesyla masinteresada en hacerlos
abandonar América.

Unavezobtenida laindependencia, el porvenir de
la América meridional seria el de unanaciénilus-
tre, prosperay respetable, que habria de contri-
buir ainstaurar el equilibrio de poder en el mundo,
al momento amenazado por el poderio de Francia.

Este futuro esperado habria de serla consecuencia
16gica delos efectos “que es necesario produzca
lalibertad y el buen gobierno” sobre la poblacién;
tesiscaraalallustraciény sostenida por Miranda
desde 1783,y cuyas primeras manifestaciones
pueden ya constatarse en su diario de viajes por
los Estados Unidos. Va de suyo que estos efectos
no podian ser obtenidos sino dando “una instruc-
cién general ala masa dela Nacién”, es decir, a
través dela educacion del pueblo. En coherencia
conlo que habia venido considerando como la cau-
sa principal del estado de atraso de las colonias
hispanoamericanas, Miranda subraya, igual-
mente, que esa educacién debe estar dirigida a
expulsar progresivamente “las preocupaciones
religiosas en que estan imbuidos aquellos pueblos,
porotra partehonrados, hospitalariosy generosos”.

Como complemento a esta tesis, Miranda agrega,
enunanota a pie de pagina, unacita del padre Be-
nito Feijoo enla cual ésterecalca que en susrela-
ciones con “algunos caballeros indianos” ha po-
dido constatar que “la cultura en todo género de
letrashumanas... florece mas enla América que
en Espana”. Dicho de otro modo, se hacia necesario
deshacerse del obstaculo que representaban las
supersticiones religiosas ylainfluencia de Espania
para que los americanos pudieran desarrollar su
inteligencia naturaly sus capacidades creadoras!®.

Este primer esbozo del proyecto politico parala
América meridional —ala que en sus papeles pri-
vados ya Mirandallama Colombia—es apoyado
por mapasy documentos relativos tanto a Espana
como a América, adquiridos durante sus viajes y
que le sirven ahora para probar la veracidad de
sus afirmaciones ante el gobiernoinglés. Desde
el punto de vista militar, Mirandallegé incluso a
describirla estrategia que a sujuicio se adaptaba
mejor al contexto americano, estimando que con
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England was positioned as the strongest power
capable of facing the Spaniards and the most
interested in expelling them from the America.

Afterindependence, the future of South America
would be that of oneillustrious nation, prosperous
and respectable, that would help to contribute to
establishing the balance of power in the world,
at that time threatened by the power of France.

This expected future would be the logical conse-
quence of effects “that would be necessary to pro-
duce freedom and good government” over the
population, in line with the thesis of the Enlight-
enment, supported by Miranda since 1783, and
whose first signs could already be seen in the jour-
nal of his travels through the United States. It
goes without saying that these results could only
be obtained by giving “a general instruction to
the masses of the Nation”, thatis, through edu-
cating the people. This was consistent with what
he had considered was the main cause of the back-
ward state of the Spanish American colonies.
Miranda also stressed that such education should
aim to progressively remove “religious concerns
that are imbued with those people, who are oth-
erwise honest, hospitable and generous.”

To support this thinking Miranda quotes Father
Benito Feijoo, who stressed that in dealing with
“some Indian gentlemen” he was able tonote that
“culturein all forms of human expression... flour-
ishes more in America thanin Spain”. In other
words, it was necessary to get rid of the obstacle
posed by religious superstition and the influence
of Spain so that Hispanic Americans would be
able todevelop their naturalintelligence and cre-
ative abilities.!?

This first outline of a political project for South
America—which Mirandain his private papers
already called Colombia—is supported by maps
and documents relating toboth Spain and Span-
ish America, which were acquired during his trav-
els and now served to prove the truth of the claims
he made before the English government. From a
military standpoint, Miranda even described
the strategy that he considered best suited to the
Hispanic American context, considering that with
twelve or fifteen thousand men and fifteen “top
line ships”, the objective could be achieved. To
arouse furtherinterest from the British, the pro-
posal concluded with an idea long-cherished by
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Oil painting, by Martin Tovar y Tovar, 1874

England: “the possibility of building anavigation 10p peyit, Feijoo, Cartas Eruditas(1764),T.V, Cap. X.
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doce o quince mil hombresy quince “navios de li-
nea”, el objetivo podia ser alcanzado. Para desper-
tar ain mas el interés de los britanicos, concluye
la Propuesta con unaidealargamente acariciada
por Inglaterra: “la posibilidad de formar sin ma-
yor dificultad un Canal de navegacién en el Istmo
de Panama, que facilite el comercio dela Chinay
del Mar del Sur coninnumerables ventajas para
laInglaterra,la América..” 1!

En cuanto al modelo politico a instaurar en la nue-
vanaciéon emancipada, puede comprobarse una
sensible evolucién en los escritos de Miranda entre
lasideas sostenidas en 1790, afio en el que solici-
ta por primera vez apoyo del gobiernoinglés para
su proyecto emancipador, y lasideas que apare-
cenrecogidas en el Proyecto de Gobierno Federal
redactadoen 1801y que hara circular afios mas
tarde entrelos Cabildos americanos. Aun cuando
la terminologia escogida para nombrar las diver-
sasinstanciasy cargos politicos sea similaren
ambos planes, la estructura organizacional y las
relaciones politicas entre el puebloy el gobierno
son, por el contrario, diferentes. En el primer pro-
yecto, determinado sin duda por su gran admira-
cién hacia el sistema constitucional inglés, defien-
delaidea de una monarquia parlamentaria para
la América meridional. En el segundo, se hace
totalmente republicano.

Estos planes de gobierno recogen el pensamien-
to constitucional de Miranda, y seran éstoslos
que, perfeccionados, enviari el Precursor desde
Londres a los diversos Cabildos americanos en
1808, los que, igualmente llevara consigo cuando
regrese a Caracas en 1810y los mismos que pre-
sentara, en 1811, ante la comisién encargada de
redactarla primera Constitucién republicana de
Venezuela y dela América hispana.

El pensamiento politico de Miranda, como el de
otros americanos, se sitia en el marco de los refe-
rentes conceptuales dela Ilustracion: la preemi-
nencia delas virtudes delarazoén, el orden como
fuente de bienestar yla fe en el progreso ilimita-
do del hombre. Persuadido de que s6lola razéon
puede conducir ala humanidad hacia la perfec-
cién, Miranda va arechazartodaviaenlacual
no sea posible establecer un principio conductor
dela accién. De alli que sus propuestas politicas
giren en torno a lanocién de “libertad racional”,
queriendo significar con ello una libertad subor-
dinada al orden, inica garantia de bienestar per-
manente y de progreso constante en una sociedad.
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channelin the Isthmus of Panama, with no signif-
icant difficulty, which would facilitate trade with
China and the South Sea giving countless advan-
tages for England, for America ... """

Asfor the political model to establish in the new-
ly emancipated nation, Miranda shows a signifi-
cant evolution in the writings between the ideas
he heldin 1790, when he first solicited support
from the British government for hisindependence
project, and those ideas that are contemplated in
the Proyecto de Gobierno Federal (Federal Gov-
ernment Project) drafted in 1801 which years
later would circulate among government Councils
in America. Although the terminology chosen to
name the various political institutions and author-
ities were similarinboth plans, the organizational
structure and political relations between the peo-
ple and government were, however, different. In
the first project, which no doubt was determined
by his great admiration for the English constitu-
tional system, he defended the idea of a parliamen-
tary monarchy for South America. In the second
case hisideas were entirely republican.

These government plans set forth Miranda’s cons-
titutional thinking, and it was these that when
refined were sent by the Precursor from London
tovarious government Councils in America in
1808. He would also take these plans with him
when hereturned to Caracasin 1810, and the
samethat he presented in 1811 before the com-
mittee in charge of drafting the first republican
Constitution of Venezuela and Hispanic America.

Miranda’s political thinking, like that of other
Hispanic Americans, isin the context of the con-
ceptual framework of the Enlightenment: the
preeminence of the virtues of reason, of order as
asource of wellbeing, and of faith in the unlimited
progress of man. Convinced that only reason can
lead humanity towards perfection, Miranda re-
jected any pathsin which it was not possible to
establish reason as a guiding principle of action.
Hence, his policy proposals revolved around the
notion of “rational freedom”, meaning freedom
was thus subordinated to order, which would be
the only guarantee of permanent wellbeing and
continuous progressin a society. Correspondingly,
he rejected all manifestations of anarchy, which
he considered tobe the highest expression of ir-
rationality. This would mark his commitment to
pursue “a change without convulsions”; thatis,
a peaceful revolution.

111 2 idea delas ventajas que Inglaterra podria obtener de un
pasointerocednico a través del Istmo de Panama4, esreforzada
por Miranda con una cita tomada de la obra de Arthur Dobbs,
An abstract of all the discoveries &... with an account of
Hudson’s Bay, Londres, 1744. Sin embargo, ya en el siglo XVI
los colonizadores espafioles habian pensado en esta posibili-
dad y sugerido la idea a la Corona esparfiola, quien siempre la
rechazé por considerarla perjudicial alosintereses de Espafia
en América.

e idea that England could gain advantages by securing
an inter-oceanic passage across the Isthmus of Panama was
reinforced by Miranda with a quotation from the work of
Arthur Dobbs, An abstract of all the discoveries &... with an
account of Hudson’s Bay, London, 1744. However, as early as
the sixteenth century, Spanish colonizers had considered this
possibility and suggested it tothe Spanish Crown, who always
rejected it as detrimental to Spanish interestsin America.
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Concomitantemente, rechazara toda manifesta-
cién de anarquia, ala que considera expresion
maxima delairracionalidad;lo que se traducira
en su empeno por lograr “un cambio sin convul-
siones”, esto es, una revolucion pacifica.

Es evidente que la posibilidad de una nueva es-
tructura organizacional parala América meridio-
nal se sustentaba sobre el presupuesto de una rup-
tura politica radical con el orden establecido, lo
que a suvezimplicaba la negacién de los funda-
mentos de legitimidad de tal orden. Es asicomo,

paralelamente, Miranda asume la tarea, apoyan-

dose en textos de los fildsofos y publicistas de més
prestigio enla época, como lo eran Locke, Hume,
Voltaire, Raynal o Vattel, de refutar las tesis del
derecho divino delos reyes, delalegitimidad de
la donacién papal delas tierras de América a espa-
noles y portugueses, del derecho de conquista, de
la preconizada inferioridad de América y los ame-
ricanosy de su consecuente incapacidad para diri-
gir su propio destino.

Delamismamanerayyaenlamaduraciénde su
pensamiento, Miranda va a desarrollar argumen-
tos dirigidos a marcar unaclara diferenciaciéon
cultural entre americanos y espafoles; diferen-
ciacién ésta que, a su juicio, esta fundamentada
enlarelaciéon originaria del hombre con la tierra
enla quenace. Para Miranda, el nacer entierra
americana, dice citando a Feijoo, no sélohace a
los hombres méas dotados paralasluces y menos
propensos alos vicios, sino que, contrario al prin-
cipio del derecho de sangre, es este hecho el que va
adeterminar el criterio primordial de ciudadania:
“Son ciudadanos americanos todoslos que hayan
nacido en el pais de padre y madre libres...” (Pro-
yecto de Gobierno Federal, 1801). Criterio que va
aser adoptado por casi todaslas Constituciones
que seiran formulando enla América meridional
en el curso del periodoindependentista.

Sinos hemos extendido enla consideracion de las
1deas politicas del Precursor se debe al hecho de
quela mayoria de éstas—reflejo delastesisilustra-
das que Miranda conoci6 con bastante profundi-
dady anticipacién—formaban parte de una espe-
cie de arsenal politico del cual fueron echando
mano casi todos los idedlogos de la emancipacion
y, ademas, por el interés de contribuir a superar
el desconocimiento que sobre sus propuestas
muestrala mayor parte delos estudios histéricos
existentes sobre este periodo.
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Itisclear that the possibility of a new organiza-
tional structure for South America was based on
the premise of a radical political break with the
established order, which in turn implied the de-
nial of the legitimacy of that order. Thus, Miranda
took on the simultaneous task of drawing on texts
from philosophers and from the most prestigious
writers of the period, like Locke, Hume, Voltaire,
Raynal and Vattel, in order to refute the theory
of the divine right of kings; the legitimacy of the
Papal donation of Americanlandstothe Spanish
and Portuguese; the right of conquest; and the
advocated inferiority of the Americas and Amer-
icans and their consequent inability to manage
their own destiny.

Inthisfashion andinhis more mature thinking,
Miranda developed arguments designed to make
aclear distinction between Hipanic American
and Spanish culture; a differentiation that, in
hisview, wasbased on the original relationship
between man and the land in which he was born.
For Miranda, tobe born on American soil, citing
Feijoo, makes men not only better gifted to shine
and lessinclined to vice, thereby contradicting
the principle of the right of bloodlines; but would
determine the primary criterion for citizenship:
“American citizens are those who are bornin the
country from free father and mother” (Proyecto
de Gobierno Federal, 1801). This criterion was
then adopted by almost all the constitutions that
were formed in South America during the inde-
pendence period.

If we have over—extended to consider the Precur-
sor’sideas, itis due tothefact that onthe onehand
most of these political ideas reflect Miranda’s
enlightened view that he had developed in great
depth and foresight—they were part of an arsenal
of political ammunition which all of the indepen-
denceideologues drew from; on the other hand
we have emphasized his thoughtsin the interest
of contributing to overcoming thelack of knowl-
edge of his major proposals asis evident in most
existing historical studies of the period.
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El procesoderuptura politica
con Espana

ANA ¥ & DBERINIR A DR

The process of the political split
with Spain

Este complejo discursoidentitario, independen-
tistay republicano tomara sin embargo varios
anos en hacerse comun en suelo americano, y en
el transcurso del proceso, el mismo sufrira mar-
chasycontramarchas. Enuna primera etapa, la
disidencia va a girar en torno alas desigualdades
existentes entre esparfioles y americanos, asi co-
mo a subrayar la necesidad de superar el estado
deignorancia que en todos los 6rdenes del cono-
cimiento reinaba en América, pero sin que tales
circunstancias llegaran a poner en entredichola
adhesién ala monarquia.

Lasdivergencias se agudizaran con el impacto
delaRevolucién francesa, la cual no sélo profun-
dizaralabrecha quelasideas delaIlustracion
habian abierto en el monopolio ideolégico ejerci-
do por las metrépolisiberas en sus colonias, sino,
masimportante ain, mostrarala precariedad de
las monarquias. Como efectoinmediato de esta
“nueva era” comienzan a constituirse, tanto en
la Peninsula como en América, Sociedades Patri6-
ticas o de Amigos del Pais, cuyo objetivo es, en
principio, la transformacién “pacifica” delas es-
tructuras econémicas; un poco al estilo de una
revolucién industrial. Asi, por dar un ejemplo en-
tre muchos, Eugenio de Santa Cruzy Espejoins-
ta, en 1789, ala creacién en Quito de una “Escuela
dela Concordia”, utilizando para elloun discur-
so que constituye un fiel reflejo de la ambigtiedad
delos propdsitos perseguidos para ese momento:
mientras que por una parte se denuncia la indesea-
daignorancia, se realzan las virtudes america-
nas, se argumenta en favor de una reforma sus-
tancial dela agricultura, el comercio, laindustria,
etc., y se esgrimenideas de consecuencias revo-
lucionarias comolo esla necesidad de apuntalar
el rol de la educacién como garante de progreso
en una sociedad, por laotra se afirma quela suje-
ci6n al rey serd en adelante més firme por cuanto
sera unaobediencia nacida del conocimiento.

Es probable que la marcada ambigiiedad de estos
discursos fuese en algunos casos preconcebida,
afindeasegurarselacirculacién de ciertasideas
con el minimo de riesgo personal. En todo caso
no puede negarse que, para el iltimo cuarto del
siglo X VIII, se encontraba presente en América
una cierta corriente de pensamiento radical que
planteaba yalanecesidad de una total indepen-
dencia econémica y politica. Sabido es que el texto
dela Declaracion de Independencia de los Estados
Unidos circulaba clandestinamente en Caracas
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This complex discourse onidentity, indepen-
dence and republican values took several years
totake root on Hispanic American soil; and inthe
process, it experienced advances andretreats.
Initially, the discord would revolve around the
inequalities between the Spanish and Hispanic
Americans, and would stress the need to over-
come the existingignorance which pervaded all
levelsin Hispanic America, without allowing
these circumstances tochallenge the loyalty to
the monarchy.

The differences became more acute with the im-
pact of the French Revolution, which not only
deepened the dividethattheideasof the Enlight-
enment had opened on the ideological monopoly
exercised by the Iberian powers over their colo-
nies, but even moreimportantly, exposedthe
instability of the monarchies. Animmediate effect
of this “new era” was the creation of Patriotic
Societies or Friends of the Country both on the
Peninsula and in Hispanic America; their objec-
tive was the peaceful transformation of the eco-
nomic structures, following a form similar tothose
of anindustrial revolution. To give but one exam-
pleamong many, in 1789, in Quito, Eugeniode
Santa Cruzy Espejo called for the creation of a
“School of Concord”, using a discourse that faith-
fully reflected the ambivalence of the objectives
pursued atthattime. Ontheonehandit denounce
the undesired ignorance, elevate American vir-
tues, demand a substantial reform in agriculture,
commerce,industry, etc., and put forthideasthat
would have revolutionary consequences, such
astheneed tobolster the role of education as the
guarantor of progressin a society. On the other
hand, it affirmed that the subjugation tothe king
would henceforth be stronger since it would be
obedience born of knowledge.

Itislikely that the obvious ambivalence of these
discourses could have beenin some cases precon-
ceivedinorder toensure the circulation of certain
ideas with minimal personalrisk. Inany caseit
cannotbe denied thatinthelast quarter of the
eighteenth century there was a certain current
of radical thinking in Hispanic America that
propounded the need for total economic and po-
liticalindependence. Itis known that the text
of the Declaration of Independence of the United
States was secretly circulating in Caracas and
othertowns and villages throughout Hispanic
Americansin 1777, as were the Articles of
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yotrasvillashispanoamericanasen 1777, aligual
queloharanlos Articulos de la Confederaciony
la Constitucion de esa nueva nacioén, proclamada
en 1787. Poco tiempo después, en 1792, Antonio
Narifio traduce y publica en Bogot4 la Declara-
ciondelos Derechos del Hombrey del Ciudadano,
y aunque gran parte de la edicién fue destruida
por las autoridades espafiolas, los pocos ejempla-
res que escaparon ala confiscacién circularon
profusamente de mano en mano.

Porlo que respecta a Venezuela y mas alla delos
intentos que venia realizando Miranda desde el
exterior, el primer movimiento organizado que se
intenté enla América hispana con objetivos cla-
ramente independentistas y que contaba con una
propuesta politica democratica y republicana, es
el conocido como la “Conspiracion de Gual y Es-
pana”. Originadoen Macutoy La Guairaen 1797,
este movimiento aglutiné a criollos y pardos de
diversos estratos sociales; fungiendo como cabe-
cillasJosé Maria EspanayManuel Gual, alos que
sevaa sumar Juan Bautista Picornell, espafol
liberal complicado en la conspiraciéon de San Blas
y enviado preso en consecuencia al castillode La
Guaira, de donde logré evadirse con el concurso
de soldados simpatizantes dela causa. La conspi-
racién fue denunciada la vispera de surealizacién
y sus propulsores ejecutados, presos o exiliados.

Enel Discurso preliminar dirigido alos america-
nos, que acompanaba a una traduccién de la se-
gunday masradical version de la Declaracion de
los Derechos del Hombrey del Ciudadano, los
conspiradores se proponian como objetivos de
este movimiento el establecimiento de un nuevo
contrato social fundado enla democracia; porlo
que la autoridad debia ser colectiva, electiva, al-
ternativay momentanea. Mas radical ain, para
que ese nuevo contrato pudiera tener éxito se plan-
teabalanecesidad de depurar el cuerpo social,
estoes, de expulsar o exterminar del mismo aque-
llos elementos que representaran cualquier com-
promiso con la dominacién espanola.

Este precedente del Decreto de Guerra a Muerte
de Bolivar serepetira con bastante frecuencia en
los textos revolucionarios de las primeras décadas
del sigloXIX y, en general, aparecera en estrecha
vinculacién con otra compartida concepcion de
implicacionesidentitarias: la de considerar al pue-
blo americano como sujeto de todas las virtudes,
en contraposicién al europeo, fuente de todo vicio.
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Confederation and the Constitution of that new
nation, which were proclaimedin 1787. Shortly
thereafter,in 1792, Antonio Narifioin Bogota
translated and published the Declaration of the
Rightsof Man and the Citizen, and although
much of the edition was destroyed by the Spanish
authorities, the fewissuesofthis declaration that
escaped confiscation circulated widely from one
hand to another.

With respect to Venezuela, and beyond the at-
temptsthat Miranda had been undertaking from
abroad, the first organized movement that was
attempted in Hispanic America with clearly pro-
independence objectives and that relied on dem-
ocratic and republicanideals, wasknown as the
“Conspiracy of Gual and Espafia”. Originatingin
Macutoand La Guairain 1797, this movement
brought together Creoles and Pardos from vari-
ous soclial strata; theleaders were Jose Maria
Espanaand Manuel Gual. They werelaterjoined
by Juan Bautista Picornell, a Spanish liberal
whowasimplicated in the conspiracy of San Blas
and accordingly sent to prisoninthe castle of La
Guaira, from where he managed to escape with
the help of soldiers who sympathized with the
cause of independence. The conspiracy was ex-
posedontheeve of its realization and its propo-
nents executed, imprisoned or exiled.

Intheir Discurso preliminar dirigido a los ame-
ricanos (Preliminary Discourse Addressed to
the Americans) accompanied by a translation of
the second and moreradical version of the Decla-
rationonthe Rights of Man and the Citizen, the
conspirators proposed as goals of the movement
establishing a new social contract based on de-
mocracy, by which the governing authority would
becollective, elected, alternating and temporary.
Even moreradical, in order for that new contract
tobe successful, it raised the need to purify the
social body, thatis, to expel or exterminate the
same elements that represented any commit-
ment to Spanish domination.

This precedent to Bolivar’s Decreto de Guerraa
Muerte (Decree of War to the Death) would be re-
peated with great frequencyinrevolutionary texts
of the early decades of the nineteenth century
and, in general, was closely linked to another be-
liefthat had shared implications on the concept of
identity: that of considering the Hispanic Amer-
ican people as possessors of all virtues, in contrast
tothe Europeans who were the source of all vice.

Bandera de Gual y Espaiia

Las cuatro franjas laterales: amarillo, azul, rojo y blanco, repre-
sentan las razas que poblaban el pais, es decir, a los indigenas,
negros, blancos y pardos. En la parte inferior, una franja azul
que contiene 4 estrellas representa las provincias de Cumand,
Guayana, Maracaibo y Caracas. El sol en el cuartel izquierdo

representa la patria y la igualdad que debe imperar en el pais.
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Gual y Espafia’s banner

The four side bands: yellow, blue, red and white, representing
the races that peopled the country: natives, blacks, whites
and colored.In the lower border, a blue band which bears the
4 stars representing the provinces of Cumana, Guayana,
Maracaibo and Caracas.The sun in the left upper side represents
the homeland and the equality which should prevail in the
country.
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Hombres en tiempos de revolucion, Mariano Moreno,
Cornelio Saavedra, Manuel Belgrano y Juan José Paso.
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Men in revolutionary times: Mariano Moreno, Cornelio
Saavedra, Manuel Belgrano and Juan José Paso.

Concepcién que remite sin duda ala tesis de Mon-
tesquieu del pueblo como sujeto de buenas cuali-
dades. De alli que se plantee, en consecuencia, la
necesidad de efectuar, coetaneamente a la revolu-
cién politica, una revolucién moral que permita
el resurgimiento delas virtudes originarias del

1 pueblo americano. Expresiones tales como “pue-

”

blos honrados y generosos”, “regeneracién delas
costumbres”, “manifestacion (sin impedimentos)
de nuestra modestiay caracter”, etc., testimonian
el objetivo que paralelamente se pretende alcan-
zar. La frecuencia con la que se encuentran en-
lazadas estas dosideas en los textos politicos de
fines del Siglo XVIIIy los primeros afios del XIX,
habla, atodasluces, dela creciente necesidad plan-
teada alos actores del proceso de provocar una
ruptura ideolbgica total con el modelo instaurado.

Por otra parte, siendo en este pueblo virtuoso don-
dereside ademasla soberania, y habiéndose de-
mostrado quelos reyes no poseen ningtn caracter
divino, sino que por el contrario son perversos,
nadaimpide que ese pueblo recurra a la fuerza
pararestituir su derecho a vivir en libertad y res-
tablecer la felicidad general: “Cercioraos de la
inutilidad de los recursos suaves... No hay otro
queeldela fuerza”, reza el documento de la cons-
piracién de 1797; “Es preferible morir que dejar de
ser libres” o “libertad o muerte”, anunciara simi-
larmente Dessalines en Haitien 1804, luego de
proclamar laindependencia absolutay el odioa
los franceses.

Sipara esos afios estos llamados radicales repre-
sentaron posiciones un tanto aisladas y hasta te-
mibles, los mismos comenzaran progresivamente
amultiplicarse a partir de 1810. Ejemplo de ello
esel Plan de Operaciones... para consolidar la
grandeobradenuestra libertad eindependencia,
que Mariano Moreno propone a las Provincias
Unidas del Rio de la Plata: “cortar cabezas, verter
sangrey sacrificar atoda costa... porque ningin
estado envejecido o provincias pueden regene-
rarse sin cortar sus corrompidos abusos, sin verter
arroyos de sangre”. Lo mismo hara Morelos en
su Plan Politico de 1813: “Parareedificar es nece-
sario destruir lo antiguo”; o Antonio de Irisarri
en Chile, en febrero de ese mismo afio, al clamar
por “sangrey fuego” en el editorial con el que se
inaugura el peridédico El Semanario Republicano.

Sin embargo, si para algunosla doctrina dela
soberania del pueblo legitimaba la via de la vio-
lencia como medio pararecuperar una libertad
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This concept undoubtedly had its origin in Mon-
tesquieu’s theory of people asbeingin possession
of all virtues. From this position it can be argued
that as a consequence there was a need to bring
about, simultaneous to a political revolution, a
moral revolution that would therefore allow the
resurgence of the original virtues of the Spanish
American people. The use of expressions such as
“honest and generous people,” “regeneration of
morals”, “(unimpeded) manifestation of our mod-
esty and character”, etc., gave testament to the
intention of pursuing this parallel goal. The fre-
quency with which these twoideas arelinked in
political texts of the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries, clearly speaks of the grow-
ing need for the playersin the process tobring
about a totalideological break with the dominant
established model.

Moreover, with these virtuous people holding
their own sovereignty as well, and having un-
derstood that the kings did not possess a divine
character, butinstead were perverse, nothing
stood in the way of the people from considering
the use of force torestore theirright tolive in free-
dom and reestablish happinessin general. “Be
securein knowingthatitisfutile touse soft meas-
ures... thereisnoother option than the use of
force,” reads the document from the conspiracy
of 1797; “Itisbetter to die than cease tobe free,”
or, “freedom or death”, similarly declared by
Dessalinesin Haitiin 1804, after proclaiming
absolute independence and hatred for the French

Ifduring those years, these so-called radicals
represented somewhatisolated and even fright-
ening positions, these gradually began to multiply
after 1810. One exampleis the Plan de Opera-
ciones... paraconsolidar lagrande obra de nuestra
libertad eindependencia (Plan of Operations...
to Consolidate the Great Work of Our Freedom
and Independence), that Mariano Moreno pro-
posed for the United Provinces of Rio de 1a Plata:
“chop off heads, shed blood and sacrifice at any
cost ... because no aging state or provinces can
regenerate without cutting off their corrupt abus-
es, without shedding streams of blood.” The same
would be stated by Morelos in his Plan Politico
(Political Plan) of 1813: “Torebuilditis necessary
todestroy the old;” or Antonio de Irisarriin Chile,
in February of that year, in clamoring for “blood
and fire” in the editorial of the inaugural issue
of the newspaper El Semanario Republicano.
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incautada por los “tres siglos de infame opresioén”,
paraotros, inicialmente mayoria, legitimaba tan
sélo el acto mediante el cual los Ayuntamientos
—esto es, los representantes del pueblo—se cons-
tituian en poder auténomo. Integrados por espa-
noles y ricos terratenientes criollos, la mayor
parte de estos Cabildos, cuyos integrantes son los
mismos que van a conformarlas Juntas de Gobier-
no auténomas a partir de 1809, va a actuaral
comienzo con mucha cautela. Mientras que, por
una parte,independizarse dela metrépolirepre-
sentaba para los criollos la ocasién tantas veces
reclamada de asumir el absoluto control politico
y econdémico de sus provincias, por la otra temian
no poder contener las crecientes demandas de
participacién de los otros grupos sociales, en par-
ticular, delos pardos y mestizos; lo que equival-
dria ala pérdida de sus privilegios. La memoria
de los excesos de la Revolucién francesa durante
laépoca del terrory, en particular, dela mas cer-
cana experiencia haitiana, los enfrentaba al
dilema de renunciar a una monarquia opresora,
aunque catélica, aceptando un gobierno francés
signado por el deismo'?; o aprovecharla ocasién
para declararse absolutamente libres de toda
dependencia;lo que implicaba declararlibres a
todoslos componentes del cuerpo social y proceder
al establecimiento de un nuevo contrato entre sus
miembros. La mayoria va a optar en ese momen-
to por declararselibres, pero de los franceses que
ocupan Espania, y proclamar la fidelidad al cau-
tivo Fernando VII, gobernando en su nombre.

Esta primera ruptura politica con la metréopoli
trae como consecuencia una radicalizaciéon de la
oposicién entre peninsulares y americanos. Opo-
sicién que se manifiesta desde una doble perspec-
tiva: mientras que por unlado se subraya una pre-
tendida diferencia cultural, porla otra se procla-
ma laigualdad politica de americanosy espanoles;
ambas dirigidas a justificar el control del poder
politico. Proliferan asilas argumentaciones des-
tinadas a probar que es alos americanos, por ser
nacidos en estas tierras, por descender de los con-
quistadores y hasta por estar de alguna manera
emparentados con los habitantes originarios (mes-
tizajeinicial), a quienes corresponde por derecho
legitimo el gobierno delas provincias de América.
La diferencia entre el rey y el gobierno, que habia
justificado en el pasado algunas protestasy levan-
tamientos, se hace ahora mas marcada.
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However, if for some the doctrine of popular sov-
ereignty legitimized the path of violence toregain
the freedom that had been seized during the “in-
famous three centuries of oppression”, for others,
initially the majority, it would legitimize the act
only through Ayuntamientos, or City Councils—
thatis, through the representatives of the people
—which were constituted as having autonomous
power. Composed of Spaniards and rich Creole
landholders, the majority of these Councils, whose
members were those who would later shape the
autonomous Government Juntas startingin 1809,
acted with great caution in the beginning. While
on the one hand independence from the mother-
land represented to the natives an opportunity
to assume absolute political and economic control
of their provinces that they had so demanded, on
the other they feared not being able to contain
the growing demands for political participation
from other social groups, in particular from those
of mixed race pardos and mestizos; which this
could lead to the loss of their own privileges. The
memory of the excesses of the French Revolution
andits Reign of Terror, andin particularthe
closer and recent Haitian experience, forced them
to confront the dilemma of breaking away from
an oppressive monarchy, which though Catholic,
accepted a French government marked by deism;!?
or they could take this opportunity to declare
absolute freedom for all members of society. This
course implied declaring that all members of so-
clety were free and from there proceed to the estab-
lishment of a new social contract amongits mem-
bers. At the time most would choose to declare
their independence, but from the French who
occupied Spain, while proclaiming their loyalty
tothe captive Ferdinand VII, claiming torulein
hisname.

This first political break with the motherland
brought about as a consequence the radicalization
of the confrontation between the peninsular Span-
iards and the Hispanic Americans. This confron-
tation manifested itself in two ways: while on
one handitintended to highlight their cultural
differences, on the other hand it proclaimed po-
litical equality of Hispanic Americans and Span-
iards; both of these aimed tojustify control of po-
litical power. Rationalizations such as those pro-
liferated in order to prove that it was the right of
the Hispanic Americans, who were born in these
lands, who were descended from the conquerors
and somehow who were related to the original

12 Cf. Francisco Verdad. Memoria Péstuma, México 1808.
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Con todo, los primeros intentos de constituir Jun-
tas de Gobierno auténomas no proponen ninguna
reforma de fondo. Salvola ruptura—en ese momen-
todeclarada como temporal—del vinculo con la
metropoli, las estructuras establecidas permane-
cen en general con poca o ninguna modificacion.
Interesan maslos beneficios que de esta ruptura
se derivan: mayor poder politico, supresiéon deim-
puestos, desaparicion de los privilegios de que
gozaban los peninsulares, libertad de comercioy
otras medidas tendientes a lograr que los recur-
sos se queden y reproduzcan en América; lo que
debiaredundar en beneficio colectivo. Sila procla-
macién dela fidelidad al rey permitia resolver el
conflicto moral dela deslealtad ala madre patria,
laconservacién delasestructuras socialesy admi-
nistrativas facilitaba la transiciéon —sin sorpre-
sas desagradables—hacia el establecimiento de
un nuevo orden!3.

Esapartir de estos antecedentes y en este contex-
to historico que se sucederan los hechos del 19 de
abril de 1810; fecha a partir de la cual la Provin-
ciade Venezuela, hasta entonces una delas colo-
nias que Espafia mantenia firmemente sujeta
en América, iniciara el transito hacia su conver-
si6n en Republica independiente.
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inhabitants (the original mixing of races), tolegit-
imately govern the American provinces. The dis-
tinction between the king and the government,
which had been used tojustify a few protests
and uprisings in the past, was now even more
pronounced.

However, the first attempts to form autonomous
Government Juntas did not offer any real sub-
stantive reforms. Despite the rupture with the
motherland—at that time declared to be a tempo-
rary measure —the established structureslarge-
ly remained intact with little or no modification.
There was more interest in the benefits to be de-
rived from this breakdown: increased political
power, elimination of taxes, loss of privileges
enjoyed by Spaniards, freedom of trade, and oth-
er measures that would ensure that resources
wouldremain and regenerate in the Americas,
all of which should provide collective benefits.
Whereas proclaiming loyalty to the king would
allow them to resolve the moral conflict of disloy-
alty to the motherland, it stood that the preserva-
tion of social and administrative structures would
facilitate— with no unpleasant surprises —the
transition towards establishing a new order.'3

Itisagainst thisbackground and within this his-
torical context that the events of 19t of April,
1810, would take place; a date on which the prov-
ince of Venezuela, until then one of the colonies
that Spain firmly held in Spanish America, would
beginits transition towards becoming aninde-
pendent republic.

13Cf. Fray Melchor de Talamantes. Representacion Nacional
delascolonias. México,1808.
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The 19th of April, 1810



El tumulto del 19 de abril de 1810
Pintura al dleo de Juan Lovera, 1835 « ifi%s, 777> - a7, 18354F, « Oil painting by Juan Lovera, 1835
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El19deabrilde 1810

181044 H19H

The 19t of April, 1810

Altiempo que en Espaiialas diversas provincias
constituian Juntas de Gobierno con el doble pro-
posito de asegurar el poderlocal y de organizar
laresistencia armada contra el invasor francés,
en América los criollos vieron la oportunidad de
aprovechar el momento para, oponiéndose tam-
bién ala ocupacién francesa, asumir en mano
propiala conduccién de los asuntos politicos de la
region, hasta entonces en manos casi exclusivas
delos peninsulares.

EnVenezuela, el recuerdo de antiguas rebeliones,
los antecedentes de la Conspiracién de Manuel
Gualy de José Maria Espana, asi comola expedi-
cién yla continua campana epistolar de Miranda
incitando a la rebelién, se mantenian enla con-
ciencia dela poblacién en general y de los criollos
en particular, como evidencia de que el dominio de
Espafia en América no era tan homogéneo como
se pretendia y podia ser, ademas, cuestionado.

Para el momento en que ocurren los eventos de
Espafa, era un hecho generalizado en América
el descontento de los blancos criollos contralo que
consideraban unainjusticia por parte dela Coro-
na, al excluirlos de los cargos publicos de mayor
prestigio; sobre todo si tenemos en cuenta que tan-
toen Venezuela como en otras circunscripciones
coloniales, los criollos ejercian el poder econémico
através del control del Cabildo, el Real Consu-
ladoylaagricultura, porlo que también aspiraban
alapreeminencia en el campo del poder politico.

Por ello, resultabalégico que al enterarse dela
fragmentaciény casi desapariciéon del poder mo-
narquico espaifiol por causa de lainvasion france-
saydel arrestode CarlosIV ydel ahora monarca
legitimo, su sucesor Fernando VII, el mantua-
naje caraqueno considerara propicia la ocasion
para hacerrealidad sus preteridas aspiraciones
de poder. Asi, tan pronto se conoce en Caracasla
noticia de quelas provincias espanolas habian
constituidojuntas de gobierno auténomas con el
objeto de dirigir sus propios asuntos y organizar
laresistencia contra lasfuerzasinvasoras, en no-
viembre de 1808, un grupo de mantuanos cara-
quenos, entre los cuales se encontraba el joven Jo-
sé Félix Ribas y Luis Lépez Méndez, acuden ante
el capitaninterino de Venezuela, Juan de Casas,
para pedirle que organice también unajunta con
las mismas caracteristicas de las espafiolasyen
lacual aspiraban tener un lugar preponderante.
Este intento, conocido como Conspiracién de los
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While at the time the different provinces in Spain
and their corresponding Government Juntas had
the dual purpose of securinglocal power and or-
ganizing armed resistance against the invading
French, in Hispanic American the Creoles saw
an opportunity to seize the moment, to oppose the
French occupation, as well as totakeinto their
own hands the conduct of political affairsin their
regions, activities which until then had almost
exclusively been in the hands of the peninsular
Spaniards.

In Venezuela, the memory of previous rebellions
the build- up toward the Conspiracy of Manuel
Gual and José Maria Espaiia, as well as the ex-
pedition and the continuing literary campaign
of Mirandainciting rebellion remained in the
consciousness of the general population, and of
the Creolesin particular, as evidence that the
domination of Spainin the Americas wasnot as
homogeneous as portrayed and could, further-
more, be undermined.

Atthetime those events occurredin Spain,in His-
panic America there was widespread discontent
among Creole whites for what they considered to
betheinjustices by the Crown that excluded them
from the most prestigious public offices. Especially
takinginto account that both in Venezuela and

in other Colonial districts, Creoles wielded eco-
nomic power through control of the Cabildo (City
Councils), the Real Consulado (Royal Consulate)
and farming, leading them to aspire for promi-
nencein the field of political power as well.

Soitwaslogical that afterlearning about the frag-
mentation and disappearance of Spanish monar-
chical power following the French invasion, and
the subsequent arrest of CharlesIV and the then
legitimate monarch, his successor Ferdinand
VI1I, the Creole aristocracy of Caracas, alsocalled
Mantuanos, considered this opportunity as opti-
mum to realize their aspirations for power. So,
as soon as news was received in Caracas that the
Spanish provinces had established autonomous
governments, and in order torun their own affairs
andtoorganize resistance against the invading
forces, in November 1808, a group of Caracas’
Mantuanos,including a young José Felix Ribas
and Luis Lépez Méndez, met with the interim
captain of Venezuela, Juan de Casas, and asked
him to establish a council, orjunta, similar to
those established in Spain and in which they
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Mantuanos, tuvo sin embargo un fin casi inme-
diato, pues el capitan general en lugar de acceder
alasdemandas delos mantuanos, ordena dete-
nerlos, confinando a la mayoria a prisién domici-
liaria, en tanto que otros son enviados al exilio.
Vale sefialar, que en el rapido fracaso de este movi-
miento incidié el rechazo que el mismo tuvo entre
las milicias de pardos, quienes, sintiéndose obje-
to de permanente desprecio por parte de los man-
tuanos, ofrecieron de inmediato su apoyo a Casas,
brindandose incluso a combatir militarmente
contra estos. Una sefial mas delas tantas contra-
dicciones que imperaban en la sociedad colonial.

En mayo de 1809, el oficial espafiol Vicente Em-
paran asume como nuevo Gobernador y Capitan
General dela Provincia de Venezuela. Casiun afio
después, a comienzos de abril de 1810, en Vene-
zuela se conoce la noticia de que la provincia de
Andalucia ha sido ocupada también porlas tropas
francesasy queladJunta Central, ante su fracaso
enla defensa de Espania, ha decidido disolverse y
ser sustituida por un Consejo de Regencia. E118
de abril, llegan a Caracas dos comisionados envia-
dos por ese consejo, para exigirle alos venezolanos
que reconocieran la autoridad del nuevo cuerpo.

Estos hechosimpulsan alos criollos aretomarla
idea de conformar una Junta de Gobierno auténo-
ma que asumiera el gobierno dela Capitania Ge-
neral anombre de Fernando VII, y sin sujetarse
al Consejo de Regencia. A falta del Rey legitimo,
las provincias venezolanas, que aligual quelas del
resto de América habian sido declaradasiguales
alas espanolas porla Junta Suprema al momen-
tode convocarlas Cortes, se consideraron enton-
ces con derecho a darse un gobierno propio hasta
tanto se restablecierala monarquia espafiola.

Acordados sobre el particular, los miembros del
Ayuntamiento partidarios de constituir una Jun-
ta convencieron al alcalde José delas Llamozas
que convocara a un cabildo extraordinario para
el siguiente dia Jueves Santo, dada la gravedad
delasnoticias que acababan dellegar de Espana.
Igualmente hicieron correr la voz entre la pobla-
cién de que al siguiente dia, jueves 19, todos debian
congregarse enla Plaza Mayor, frente al Ayunta-
miento. Laidea era convertir esa sesién extraor-
dinaria enun cabildo abierto y exigir al goberna-
dor Emparan que definiera su posicién respecto
alos acontecimientos de Espania, y forzar asila
constitucién delaJunta de Gobierno antelafalta
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aspired to hold prominent positions. This effort,
which came to be known as the Conspiracion de
los Mantuanos (the Mantuanos’ Conspiracy),
nevertheless, it ended almost immediately as the
captain general, rather than acceding to the de- e
mands of the aristocrats, ordered their detention, |
and confined most of them to house arrest, send-
ing othersinto exile. It is worth noting that the
early failure of this movement was partly due to
itsrejection by the Pardos militia, who, feeling
that they had been the object of constant contempt
from the aristocrats, immediately offered their
support to Casas, even offering to fight them
militarily. This was a further sign of the many
contradictions that existed in colonial society.

In May of 1809, the Spanish official Vicente de
Emparan entered office as the new Governor and
Captain General of the Province of Venezuela.
Almostayearlater,in early April 1810, Venezuela
learns the news that the province of Andalusia
had alsobeen occupied by French troops and that
the Government Junta, having failedinitsde-  Boceto para Rebelion de los criollos (detalle).
fense of Spain, had decided to dissolve itself and iketCh for Rebellion of Creoles (detail)

. rturo Michelena
bereplaced by a Regency Council. On the 18th
April, two commissioners sent by the Council, IVF =T aDREL] OISOy F () Ty —a-IFzLF
arrivedin Caracas to demand that the Venezue-
lansrecognize the authority of the new body.

These developments led the Creoles toreturn to
theidea of forming an autonomous Governing
Board that would assume the government of the
Captaincy Generalin the name of Ferdinand VII,
and not answering to the Regency Council. In
the absence of the rightful king, the Venezuelan
provinces, which like the rest of Hispanic Amer-
icahad been declared equal to the Spanish by the
Spanish Supreme Junta at the time the Cortes
(courts) had been convened, considered them-
selves tobe entitled to self-government pending
the restoration of the Spanish monarchy.

After agreeing on that point, the City Council
members who were supporters of constituting a
Government Junta, convinced the Mayor, José de
las Llamozas, to convene a special council meet-
ing for the next day, Holy Thursday, owing to the
gravity of the newsjustreceived from Spain. They
also spread the word among the general public
that the next day, Thursday the 192, all should
assemblein the main square, across from the City
Hall. Theidea was to make this a an extraordi-

nary open session to demand that Governor
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de un gobierno legitimo. Para esta accién, los man-
tuanos habian logradoimplicar alos batallones
de veteranosy otros cuerpos de milicias, asi como
comprometido el apoyo de muchos notables dela
ciudad, intelectuales, parte del clero y un grupo
importante del pueblo llano.

Elcentro deladiscusién erala constatacion de la
imposibilidad de la metrépoli de asegurar su pro-
pio gobiernoy, mas atin, de impedir que los france-
ses se apoderaran también del territorio ameri-
cano. De modo que no habia otra solucién para
mantener lalegitimidad del gobierno, asegurar
latranquilidad de la poblacién y resguardar los
derechos del rey prisionero que constituir una
junta similar alasformadas en Espana que pudie-
raregirlos destinos de la provincia.

La sesién del Cabildo caraquefio comenzo6 muy
temprano enla mafiana del dia 19, con los man-
tuanos decididos a conformar una Junta de Go-
bierno en defensa de los derechos de Fernando VII
enlaprovinciay sin que mediara en su determi-
nacion las protestas de Emparan, quien aducia
que ya existia un gobiernolegitimo en la Penin-
sula que representaba al rey, y que ese gobierno
era el Consejo de Regencia. Enfrentado a esta si-
tuaciéninesperaday en vista de las pretensiones
delos mantuanos, el capitan general Vicente Em-
paran, deseoso de ganar tiempo e indeciso ante
el camino a seguir, suspendio la sesiéon del Cabil-
do aduciendola obligatoriedad de asistirala cate-
dral para tomar parte en los oficios del Jueves San-
to, procediendo deinmediato a salir del recinto.

Algunosintegrantes del Cabildo creyeron que
su plan habia fracasado, pero otros, mas audaces,
insistieron en acelerar el procesoy salieron tras
Emparan. Casialaspuertasdelacatedral,unode
los revolucionarios, Francisco Salias, interrumpi6
el paso del capitan general y toméandolo del brazo
loconminé aregresar al Cabildo. La actitud de
Salias fue celebrada por un grupo de conjurados y
por parte dela multitud alli congregada. Sin em-
bargo, ante su osadia, los soldados que formaban
la guardia del capitan general intentaron aperci-
bir sus armas, pero una orden del oficial venezo-
lano quelos comandaba y que estaba en acuerdo
con los conjurados, los mantuvo firmes en sus
puestos, sinintervenir. Dadasla circunstancias,
Emparanno tuvo otra alternativa que regresar
al Cabildo, acompanado delos alcaldes, regi-
dores y notables, mientras una multitud se con-
gregaba alas puertas del mismo. De seguidas se

FEmOHIDIE, ARA VAREIIEE S DITEE RS B HE
TIWEL TV AR KB ARA VAT AV D72 B 1E
T2HERNWCT EDRERICH T2, HE>T, BUFOIE Y
ZHERE U R OFRRZF0 . AT OE FOMER 272
Tz, ARA VTR E NIz D L AED  INDHEREE
BEDDBTEMNTEDFNERERALT BN TT1E
3otz

NI AR HEZOEFIIOH RN SEGEI NI, 5117
VA= a5k WiEE LT, MicsBnWT 7o)V R
DR Z S BRI T 52 e 2 Fik L, 2%
F2D, ARA NNET TIFE L2 RIS 5 2SR BUH A
FIEL, BRESHIZENZOBFEE VS PiakicE2 ®]
T olz, BT« TUST U EHZ. TR RIRIIC
EHRL. BH7V4— 3 5DEROFNH L E DN
T R Z B < T2 BEARIEHOR ST %729 r]#
FEERENATH RN ERS W EWS T 2 HEE0R
L, BhICFOERBIC U,

SHEZADSH, FHEIIER LIz EEZZHZEMADH-
T2, FOMITIEE T, FPN R TR TRL, T8
2D BTN Tz, FIZPREEE DA CIDE T,
FEMIRO—ANT T2 AT ) 7 ADKE D 27 i
D, BiEONATBHBIRS T LM E LTz, [FFHED
IN—T, BES>TVEHEO—HNIUT AT 2
Teo ZFDREARHUISATENIC, $aB D#EMHICSTc> T
EL7B3HEZEA L LD, BELzbR2iEHLTWY
FeRZAIIANTBERESICERLTWEDT, Z05T
Htfebickiz D0 Zaml, MASEEN o7z, T57%-T
&, TI8T G, BEEDVEIB U B A DA 72 B D PREs Hh
Z, hE, A8, A LbIEbN TS HERTES N
Molce BEEDAVN=TIHRNTT VNIV O
vAFREL ATy IRV FUNGIEE
HEBERERY - VT AZIVTH, 752 A -
R T UNZRIE, FLTREBORAFL L TR T2
Vw2 UNAMN, NREBEIGEDONREE UTHNDEmE
RO ZERIZHERICSINT DHERN DB FRLUT ED

ICEERIChnb o7z,



Emparan define his position regarding the events
in Spain, and thereby force the creation of a Gov-
erning Juntainthe absence of alegitimate govern-
ment. Tothisend, the aristocrats had succeeded
ininvolving battalions of veterans and other bo-
dies of militias and had secured the support of
many leading citizens, intellectuals, clergy and
alarge group of ordinary people.

The focus of the discussion was the finding that
it was not possible for the metropolis to ensure
its own government and, indeed, to prevent the
French from also taking over American terri-
tory. So there were no grounds on which to main-
tain the legitimacy of the government, ensure
the tranquility of the people and safeguard the
rights of the prisoner king, short of constituting
a governing board, similar to those formed in
Spain, that could effectively rule the province.

The meeting of the Caracas Cabildo (municipal
council) began early on the morning of 19th, with
the aristocrats determined to form a governing
junta to defend the rights of Ferdinand VIIin
the province. The council meeting did not take
into consideration Emparan’s protests, who
claimed that a legitimate government already
existedin the Iberian Peninsula, representing
theking, and that this government was the Re-
gency Council. Faced with this unexpected op-
position, and in view of the intentions of the aris-
tocrats, Captain General Vicente de Emparan,
anxious to gain time and indecisive as to how to
proceed, adjourned the council session on the
groundsthat his attendance was required at the
cathedral where he wasto take partinthe Holy
Thursday rituals; he then immediately proceeded
toleave the premises.

Some Council members believed their plan had
failed, while others, more daring, insisted on
speeding up the process and took off after Em-
paran. Almost at the doors of the cathedral, one
of the revolutionaries, Francisco Salias blocked
the Captain General’s path and taking him by
the arm ordered him toreturn to the Council.
Salias’s actions were cheered on by a group of
conspirators and by the crowd gathered there.
However, reacting to this affront, the Captain
General’s guards attempted toraise their arms,
but stood in place without intervening upon or-
ders of their Venezuelan commanding officer,
who supported the conspirators. Given these
circumstances, Emparan had no choice but to
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incorporaron al Cabildo, aunque no eran miem-
bros del mismo, los abogadosJuan German Roscio
ydJosé Félix Sosa, el candnigo chileno José Cortés
Madariaga, el presbitero FranciscoJosé de Ribas,
y el tribuno popular José Félix Ribas, aduciendo
ser representantes del pueblo y del clero con de-
recho a participar en una discusién de tanta im-
portancia para el destino de la Provincia.

Estando clara para todosla dificil situacién de Es-
pafia, la discusion se centro6 en las formas juridi-
casaseguiry enlalegitimidad dela Junta a cons-
tituir. Como primera férmula se propuso que la
misma fuera presidida por el mismo Emparan,
ante lo cual reaccioné Madariaga, convencido de
que esa salida frustraria todos los planes revolu-
cionarios. Paraimpedir que se aprobara esta pro-
puesta, el candénigo inici6 un discurso vibrante y
fuerte, en el que acusaba a Emparan de engarfio
y perfidia, agregando que una junta presidida por
el Capitan General noofreceria ninguna garantia,
porque éste bien podria disolverla y plegarse a
los franceses; por lo que exigia lainmediata des-
titucién de dicho Capitan. Este, sintiéndose per-
dido, sale al balcén buscando el apoyo del pueblo
reunido en la Plaza Mayor y pregunta ala muche-
dumbre si estan satisfechos con su gobierno. Aler-
ta, Madariaga se apresuréa colocarse justo detras
de Emparany, levantando el brazo, lo movi6 de
unlado a otro paraincitar al pueblo a que respon-
diera negativamente. Deinmediato, el Doctor
José Rafael Villareal, quien se encontraba entre
la muchedumbre y estaba al tanto de lo que se es-
taba decidiendo en el Cabildo, comenzd a gritar:
“No... No... No”, siendo seguido en coro por el res-
todela gente concentrada enlaplaza. Anteel
rechazo manifiesto dela poblacién, Emparan pro-
nuncié entonces la frase que sefialara el principio
del fin del dominio espafol en Venezuela: “pues
yo tampoco quiero mando”. El movimiento habia
triunfadoy pudo crearse entonces “la Junta Su-
prema Conservadora delos Derechos de Fernando
VII”, que comenzari a gobernar a Venezuela en
nombre propio.

Esemismo 19deabril de 1810 esredactadael acta
enlacual se consagra el establecimiento de un
nuevo gobierno. Enla misma se precisa que el Go-
bernadory Capitan General Vicente de Emparan,
elIntendente de Ejércitoy Real Hacienda, el Sub-
inspector de Artilleria y el Auditor de Guerray
asesor general, asi comola Real Audiencia, que-
daban privados del mando que ejercian; ala vez
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return to the Cabildo session, accompanied by the
mayors, councilors and notables, while a crowd
gathered atits gates. Shortly thereafter, although
they were not members of the Council, the law-
yersJuan German Roscio and José Félix Sosa,
the Chilean Canon José Cortés Madariaga, Fa-
ther FranciscoJosé de Ribas, and the popular
scribe José Felix Ribas, claiming to be represen-
tatives of people and clergy, joined the Council
meetinginsisting that they were entitled to par-
ticipate in a discussion of such importance asit
affected the fate of the province.

As Spain’s difficult situation became cleartoall,
the discussion focused on the legal forms to follow
and on the legitimacy of the Junta to be formed.
The first proposal was that it be chaired by Em-
paran himself, whereupon Madariaga reacted,
convinced that this approach would frustrate all
revolutionary plans. To prevent this proposal
from being approved, the Canon launched into a
passionate and aggressive speech in which he
accused Emparan of deceit and treachery. He add-
ed that a Junta chaired by the Captain General
would not provide any guarantees, because he
could easily dissolve it and yield to the French;
because of this he demanded the Captain’s im-
mediate dismissal. The Captain General, feeling
lost, went out on the balcony to seek the support
of the people gathered in the Plaza Mayor, the
main square, and asked the crowd if they were
satisfied with his government. On the alert, Ma-
dariaga quickly placed himselfjust behind Em-
paran and, raising his arm, moved it from side to
side toincite the people to respond negatively.
Immediately, Dr. José Rafael Villareal, who was
in the crowd and was aware of what was being
decided in the Council, began shouting: “No...
No...No”, and was followed in chorus by the rest
of the people concentrated in the square. Given
this clear rejection by the people, Emparan de-
clared, with a phrase that would mark the begin-
ning of the end of Spanish rulein Venezuela, “Pues
yo tampoco quiero mando” (“Nor do 1 wish tocom-
mand!”). The movement had been victorious

and the way was paved for the creation of “the Su-
preme Junta for the Rights of Ferdinand VII”,
which began to govern Venezuela in its own name.

That same April 19th, 1810, the act that recorded
the establishment of a new government was draft-
ed. The act specified that the Governor and Cap-
tain General, Vicente de Emparan, the Governor
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que se suprimian esas instituciones. No se depuso
al Consulado, encargado de los asuntos del comer-
clo, pues éste era unbastion de los criollos. En sus-
titucion de los depuestos, se nombran personas
de confianza del nuevo orden. En consecuencia, los
dos alcaldes del Cabildo de Caracas, José delas
Llamozasy Martin Tovary Ponte (uno peninsular
y uno criollo), asumen la conduccién de la Junta
de Gobierno, incorporando ala misma a represen-
tantes del clero, del puebloy de los pardos, hasta
ese momento excluidos de toda instancia de poder.
Almismo tiempo, la Junta asegura también el
mando militar, confiando su conduccién momen-
taneamente al teniente coronel Nicolas de Castro
y al capitan Juan Pablo Ayala. Los funcionarios
espafioles depuestos fueron conducidos luego a
La Guaira y encerrados en las fortalezas o confi-
nados a bordo de buques anclados, hasta que se
les expulsé fuera del territorio de la Provincia.

Elacta del 19 de abril fue firmada por todos los
asistentes al Cabildo extraordinario de ese dia,
incluyendo los funcionarios espafnoles destituidos,
entrelos cuales el propio Emparan. Ese mismodia,
el actafueleida en diversoslugares de Caracas por
los escribanos Fausto Viana y José Tomés Santa-
na, quienes certificaron que la poblacién reacciond
gritando las siguientes consignas: “Viva nuestro
Rey Fernando VII, viva el nuevo Gobierno, el Muy
Tlustre Ayuntamientoy los Diputados del Pueblo
quelorepresentan”.

LadJunta Suprema quedd constituida por veinti-
trésvocales, dos presidentes y dos juntas subordi-
nadas, una de Guerray Defensa, y otra de Hacien-
da, con siete miembros en cada una; ademas de
un Tribunal de Policia con un Juez, y doce dipu-
tados. Deinmediato, esta Junta Suprema pro-
cedidé a enviar delegados al resto de las provincias
que conformaban el territorio de la Capitania Ge-
neral de Venezuela parainvitarlas a seguirel
ejemplo de Caracas. Sin embargo, algunasinflu-
yentes oligarquias regionales, antagonistasy ri-
vales dela caraquefa, no se mostraron muy acor-
des con la propuesta pues la interpretaban como
una subordinacién a Caracas. De alli que Guaya-
na, Maracaiboy Coro se declaren, por el contrario,
leales al Consejo de Regencia, llegandoincluso a
detenery encarcelar alos enviados porla Junta.
En esta ocasion, Coro llega a sostener que dada
la deposicién delas altas autoridades, Caracas de-
jaba de ser ciudad capital y por tanto, de sumarse
al movimiento, a ellale tocaria asumir ese rango
por serla poblacién mas antigua del pais.
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of the Army and the Royal Treasury, the Deputy
Inspector of Artillery, the War Auditor and the
general Counsel, as well asthe Royal Court, would
all be relieved of their duties; at the same time
theseinstitutions were eliminated. No steps were
taken to eliminate the Consulin charge of trade
asthis was a bastion of the Creoles. Citizens who
were trusted by the new order were named to re-
place the deposed officials. Consequently, the two
mayors of the Caracas Cabildo, José delas Llamo-
zas and Martin Tovar y Ponte (one peninsular
Spaniard, the other a Creole), assumed the lead-
ership of the Governing Junta, incorporating in
it representatives of the clergy, the people, and
also the Pardos, who until then had been exclud-
ed from any positions of power. At the same time,
the Junta also took over the military, entrusting
Lt. Col. Nicolas de Castro and CaptainJuan Pablo
Ayala with its command. Deposed Spanish offi-
cials were taken to La Guaira and then incarcer-
ated inits fortresses or confined on board ships at
anchor, until they were expelled from the pro-
vincial territory.

The Act of April 19th was signed by all those who
had attended that extraordinary council meet-
ing that day, including the deposed Spanish offi-
cials,among them Emparan himself. That same
day, the act was read in various placesin Caracas
by the clerks Fausto Viaiia and José Tomas San-
tana, wholater confirmed that the people reacted
by shouting slogans such as: “Long live our King
Ferdinand VII, longlive the new Government,
the Very Illustrious City Council and the People’s
Deputies who represent them.”

The Supreme Council was established with twen-
ty-three members, two presidents and two sub-
ordinate boards, one of War and Defense, and the
other of Finance, with seven members each;in
addition, a Police Court with a Judge, and twelve
deputies. Immediately, the Supreme Council pro-
ceeded to send delegates to other provinces that
made up the territory of the Captaincy General
of Venezuela toinvite them to follow the example
of Caracas. However, some influential regional
oligarchies, who were antagonists and opponents
of Caracas, were notin agreement with the pro-
posal and interpreted it as subordinating them-
selvesto Caracas. Hence, Guayana, Maracaibo
and Coro declared themselves to be in opposition
and tobeloyal to the Regency Council, going as
far as arresting and detaining the envoys sent
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SIMON BOLIVAR
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Oleo de Pedro Lovera, 1860
M. R E - aXZ, 18604
Oil painting by Pedro Lovera, 1860

Elrestodelas provincias, se van a mostrar dis-
puestas a sumarse al movimiento, pero exigiendo
que seles reconozca también a cada cual su auto-
nomiarespectiva. Asi, Cumanay Barcelona se
suman el 27 de abril; Margarita el 4 de mayo;
Barinas el 5 de mayo; Mérida el 16 de septiembre
y Trujillo el 9 de octubre.

Aunasemanadelos acontecimientos del 19 de
abril, laJunta Suprema, se dirige también a todos
los Cabildos de América, invitandolos aimitar la
conducta de Venezuela. Bajola direccion de Juan
German Roscio, se preparan rapidamente misio-
nes diplomaticas en busca de ayuda y apoyo para
lanueva empresa. La masimportante de estas
gestiones es confiada a Simén Bolivar, quien para
entonces tenia veintiseis afios y habia sido nom-
brado coronel porla mismajunta. A Bolivar se le
encargaviajar a Londres a solicitar del gobierno
britanico el reconocimiento dela Juntayla protec-
ci6n dela armadainglesa contra cualquier intento
de Francia de apoderarse del territorio america-
no. E19dejunio de 1810, el joven Simén embarca
enlanave de guerrainglesa Lord Wellington,
acompanado de Luis Lépez Méndez y llevando
como secretario a Andrés Bello. Llevanla orden
expresa de nojuntarse con el traidor Miranda,
quien venia clamando por el desconocimiento
total dela monarquia espafiola yla declaracion
definitiva delaindependencia.

Roscio habia redactado una especie de minuta
paralos comisionados dela Junta, enla que anti-
cipabarespuestas a las posibles preguntas que
haria el Ministerio Britanico sobre los motivos de
laremocién delas autoridades espafiolas, la insta-
lacién del nuevo gobiernoy su politica futura en
relacién al gobiernobritanico. E111 dejuliolos via-
jeros desembarcaron en Southampton y de inme-
diato siguieron a Londres. Desechando las reco-
mendaciones de la Junta, Bolivar hara contacto
con Miranda ylo pondra en antecedentes de todo
loocurrido en Caracas. En el mes de diciembre
deese anioel Precursorretorna a Caracas, después
de casicuatro décadas de ausencia durante las
cuales mantuvo una permanente campana en
Europay otros lugares del mundo por la indepen-
dencia de toda la América meridional. Suincor-
poracién al movimiento patriota acelerara la
declaracién definitiva de independencia, la que
seproducira el 5dejuliode 1811.
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by the Junta. Coro maintained that since Cara-
cas had overthrown the higher authorities, it was
no longer a capital city and therefore if Coro were
tojoin the movement, it would be seen as the old-
est city in the country. The remaining provinces
would be open to joining the movement, but they
demanded that each be recognized as being in-
dependent. Thus, Cumané and Barcelona joined
onthe 27 of April; Margaritaon 4thof May;
Barinas 52 of May; Mérida on the 162 of Sep-
tember and Trujillo on the 9th of October.

Aweek after the events of the 19th of April, the
Supreme Junta, addressing all Councils of Amer-
ica, invited them to follow the example of Vene-
zuela. Diplomatic missions to solicit help and sup-
port for the new enterprise were quickly prepared
under the leadership of Juan German Roscio. The
most important of these missions was entrusted
to Simoén Bolivar, who was twenty six years old
by then and who was appointed colonel by the same
Junta. Bolivar was commaissioned to travel to
London to ask the British government to recognize
the Junta and to secure British naval protection
toblock any attempt by France to take over Amer-
ican territory. Onthe othof June, 1810, the young
Simon embarked on the British Warship Lord
Wellington, together with Luis Lopez Méndez
and taking with him Andrés Bello as secretary.
They had express orders not to meet with the trai-
tor Miranda, who had been calling for the total
rejection of the Spanish monarchy and a defini-
tive declaration of independence.

Roscio had written a preliminary draft for the
Junta commissioners, which anticipated re-
sponses to possible questions that would be posed
by the British Ministry and could therefore pro-
vide possible motives for removing the Spanish
authorities, installing a new government and its
policy inits relations to the British government.
On July 11th the young Simén disembarked at
Southampton and immediately set off for London.
Disregarding the recommendations of the Junta,
Bolivar contacted Miranda and shared with him
all that had taken placein Caracas. In December
of that year the Precursor returned to Caracas
after an absence of nearly four decades during
which he had conducted a constant campaignin
Europe and elsewhere for the independence of all
of South America. Hisjoining the patriotic mov-
ement accelerated the final declaration of inde-
pendence, which occurred on the 5th of July, 1811.
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LadJunta Suprema goberné desde el 19 de abril
de 1810 hasta el 2de marzode 1811. En esta ulti-
ma fecha seinstalé el Primer Congresodelas Pro-
vincias Venezolanas, poder ante el cualla Junta
declind los suyos, pasando entonces a ser laJunta
Provincial de Caracas.

Esta Junta Suprema fue, pues, un gobierno sur-
gido delos sucesos del 19 de abril. Actud durante
poco menos de un afno y constituy6 un gobierno de
transicion, noindependiente, sino mas bien par-
tidario de la Corona espafola. Sin embargo, la
Juntarealiz6é unalabor positiva y facilit6 el cami-
no paralaradicalizacién del movimiento patriota.
Asi, llev6 a cabo reformas en el orden interno, tra-
t6 de unificarlasprovinciasy reforzar su autono-
mia, hizo gestiones en el exterior para obtener el
apoyo de las otras coloniasy lasllamé a seguir

el ejemplo dado por Caracas, y solicité ayuda y re-
conocimiento de algunas naciones extranjeras.
Asimismo, suprimié el impuesto de alcabala sobre
los comestibles y articulos de primera necesidad,
decretélalibertad de comercio con las naciones
amigasy neutrales; abolié el tributo indigena;y
prohibié la introduccién de esclavos al pais.

Sin embargo, el caracter de este gobierno “con-
servador de los derechos de Fernando VII" nole
permitiair mas alla dela autonomia que se habia
proclamado el 19 de abril. Por esarazén,laJunta
resolvié convocar a elecciones e instalar un Con-
greso Nacional que decidiera la suerte futura de
las provincias venezolanas. Esta convocatoria a
elecciones fue la medida de mayor trascendencia
politica de la Junta, pues asegurd la transforma-
ci6n del gobierno de facto en un régimen constitu-
cionalindependiente.

La convocatoria fue hecha en junio, y las eleccio-
nes de diputados al Congreso se dieron en octubre
ynoviembre de 1810. No obstante, el reglamento
electoral promulgado s6lo otorgaba derecho al vo-
to alos hombres libres, mayores de veinticinco
anosy propietarios de bienesraices. En consecuen-
cia, novotaronlas mujeres, nilos esclavos, nila
gran mayoria de la poblacién carente de bienes de
fortuna. De esta manera, vino a resultar un Con-
greso formado en su totalidad por representantes
delaoligarquia criolla, a quienes por su propia con-
dicién nolesinteresaba llevar a cabo transforma-
cionesradicales en el orden social o econémico,
interesandose inicamente en el cambio politico,
que era lo que venia buscando desde hacia tiempo
la mayoria de ese mantuanaje propietarioy rico.
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The Supreme Junta ruled from the 19th of April,
1810, until the 2nd of March, 1811. On that date,
the First Congress of the Venezuelan Provinces
wasinstalled, to which the Supreme Junta sub-
ordinated its powers and became the Provincial
Junta of Caracas.

This Supreme Junta, then, emerged as a govern-
ment from the events of the 19th of April. It wasin
power for just under a year during which it formed
atransitional government that was rather a sup-
porter of the Spanish Crown. However, the Junta’s
work was positive in that it eased the way for the
radicalization of the patriotic movement. Inthat
way, it carried out internal government reforms;
attempted to unify the provinces and to strength-
en their autonomy; made efforts abroad to gain
supportfrom the other colonies and called on them
to follow the example given by Caracas; and asked
for help and recognition from some foreign na-
tions as well. The Junta also abolished the sales
tax on groceries and staples, established by decree
free trade with friendly and neutral nations, abol-
ished the Indian tribute, and forbade the impor-
tation of slavesinto the country.

However, the character of this government as
“Defender of the Rights of Ferdinand VII” wasnot
allowed to go beyond the autonomy that it had
proclaimed on the 19thof April. Forthatreason,
the Junta decided to hold elections and install a
National Congress to decide the future fate of the
Venezuelan provinces. This call for elections was
the most far reaching decree of the Junta, for it
secured the transformation of the government
from a de facto to an independent constitutional
regime.

The convocation was made in June and the elec-
tions of Members of Congress took placein Octo-
ber and November, 1810. However, the election
regulationsin force only gave voting rights to free
men, to those over twenty-five years of age, who
were alsolandholders. Consequently, women did
not vote, nor did slaves, nor the vast majority of
the population that did not own property. Thus,
Congress came to be composed entirely of repre-
sentatives of the Creole oligarchy, who, because
of their own social position, were not interested
in carrying out radical changestothe social and
economic order, being only interested in the po-
litical change the rich landholding aristocracy
had been seeking for along time.
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De esta manera, sibien la Junta que seinstala el
19 de abril de 1810 no tiene entre sus propésitos
declararlaindependencia de Venezuela, sino que
se erige para defender los derechos de Fernando
VIl antelas pretensionesimperiales de Napoleén,
su aparicién constituye sin embargo un acto de
gran trascendencia histérica parala conformacion
delanacién venezolana. Se trata de la primera
organizacion auténoma que logran crear los vene-
zolanos después de tres siglos de colonizacién y
dominio peninsular, y con ello, se facilitan las
condiciones para que las fuerzasradicalesy pa-
triotas, que venian manifestandose desde porlo
menos el tltimo cuarto del siglo XVIII, encuen-
tren vias expeditas para hacer prender en el res-
to dela poblacién la chispa revolucionaria que
conducira alanaciente Venezuela haciala procla-
macién de suindependencia absoluta el 5 de julio
de 1811.
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El5 de julio de 1811 (detalle). Aparecen los treinta y ocho
proceres notables y la lista de sus nombres. Oleo de Juan Lovera,
1838.
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The 5th of July, 1811 (detail). Thirty eight national heroes and
the list of their names appear. Oil by Juan Lovera, 1838.

Thus, although the Junta that wasinstalled on
the 19thof April, 1810 did not have among its pur-
poses theindependence of Venezuela, it stood rath-
er as a defender of the rights of Ferdinand VII
against Napoleon’simperial aims. However, its
tenure constituted an act of enormous historical
significance in the formation of the Venezuelan
nation. This became the first autonomous orga-
nization that the Venezuelans had managed to
create inthree centuries of colonization and dom-
ination by the Spanish peninsula; therefore, it
provided the conditions for the radical and patri-
oticforces that had been manifesting themselves
for atleast the last quarter of the eighteenth cen-
tury, to find expeditious ways toignite the rest
of the population with the revolutionary spark
that would lead the nascent Venezuela toward the
proclamation of its absolute independence on the
5th of July, 1811.
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Acta del 19de Abril de 1810
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The Act of the 19th of April, 1810
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En la ciudad de Caracas a 19

de abril de 1810, se juntaron en
esta sala capitular los sefiores
que abajo firmaran, y son los
que componen este muy ilustre
Ayuntamiento, con motivo

de la funcidn eclesiastica del dia
de hoy, Jueves Santo,

y principalmente con el de
atender a la salud publica de
este pueblo que se halla
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In the city of Caracas, on the 19th
of April, 1810, the gentlemen
who will sign below met in this
Chapter House, and are those
who compose this most illustri-
ous City Council because of the
religious functions of this day,
Holy Thursday; and mainly to
address the public wellbeing of
this village which is




en total orfandad, no sélo por el
cautiverio del sefior Don Fernando
VII, sino también por haberse
disuelto la junta que suplia su
ausencia en todo lo tocante a la
seguridad y defensa de sus
dominios invadidos por el Em-
perador de los franceses, y demas
urgencias de primera necesidad,

a consecuencia de la ocupacion casi
total de los reinos y provincias de
Espaifia, de donde ha resultado la
dispersion de todos o casi todos
los que componian la expresada
junta y, por consiguiente, el cese
de su funciones. Y aunque, segiin
las ultimas o pentltimas noticias
derivadas de Cadiz, parece haberse
sustituido otra forma de gobierno
con el titulo de Regencia, sea lo que
fuese de la certeza o incertidumbre
de este hecho, y de la nulidad de

su formacion, no puede ejercer
ningin mando ni jurisdiccion
sobre estos paises, porque ni ha
sido constituido por el voto de
estos fieles
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a total orphan. Not only because of
the captivity of Don Fernando VII,
but also because of the dissolution
of the Junta that carried out, in his
absence, all that related to security
and defense of his dominions, over-
run by the Emperor of the French,
and other emergency measures,
owing to the almost complete
occupation of the kingdoms and
provinces of Spain; which has
resulted in the dispersion of all

or most of those who composed
the afore-mentioned Junta and
consequently the cessation of its
functions. And although, according
to the latest and most recent news
received from Cadiz, it appears
that a new form of government

has come into place with the

title of Regency; regardless of the
uncertainty or doubts of this event,
and also of their lack of capability,
it cannot exercise any command or
jurisdiction over these countries. It
has neither been constituted by the
votes of those loyal
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habitantes, cuando han sido ya
declarados, no colonos, sino
partes integrantes de la Corona
de Espafia, y como tales han sido
llamados al ejercicio de la
soberania interina, y a la reforma
de la constitucion nacional; y
aunque pudiese prescindirse de
esto, nunca podria hacerse de la
impotencia en que ese mismo
gobierno se halla de atender ala
seguridad y prosperidad de estos
territorios, y de administrarles
cumplida justicia en los asuntos
y causas propios de la suprema
autoridad, en tales términos que
por las circunstancias de la guerra,
y de la conquista y usurpacion de
las armas francesas, no pueden
valerse
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subjects, when they had been
declared not to be settlers, but
rather to be integral members of
the Crown of Spain, and as such
have been called on to exercise
sovereignty and to reform the
national constitution. Even though
they could dispense with this, this
same government could never be
impotent in assuring the security
and prosperity of these territories,
and administer full justice in the
affairs and causes that pertain to
the supreme authority in condi-
tions such as war, conquest and
pillage under the French arms, the
members who make up the new
government cannot fend

for themselves,




a si mismos los miembros que
compongan el indicado nuevo
gobierno, en cuyo caso el derecho
natural y todos los demas dictan la
necesidad de procurar los medios
de su conservacion y defensa; y de
erigir en el seno mismo de estos
paises un sistema de gobierno

que supla las enunciadas faltas,
ejerciendo los derechos de la
soberania, que por el mismo hecho
ha recaido en el pueblo, conforme
alos mismos principios de la sabia
Constitucion primitiva de Espana.,
y alas maximas que ha ensefiando y
publicado en innumerables papeles
la junta suprema extinguida. Para
tratar, pues, el muy ilustre Ayun-
tamiento de un punto de la mayor
importancia tuvo a bien formar un
cabildo extraordinario sin la menor
dilacién, porque ya pretendia la
fermentacion peligrosa en que se
hallaba
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in which case the natural right and
all others dictate the need to secure
the means for its conservation and
defense; and to erect in the bosom
of these countries, a system of
government that would address
the aforementioned failings, in full
exercise of its sovereignty, which in
fact falls on the people, according
to the same principles of the origi-
nal judicious constitution of Spain,
and the maxims that were taught
and published in innumerable
texts of the now extinct supreme
Junta. In order to then address
these issues of utmost importance,
the Illustrious City Council sought
to call an extraordinary council
meeting without delay, because the
increasing alarm
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el pueblo con las novedades
esparcidas, y con el temor de que
por engaiio o por fuerza fuese
inducido a reconocer un
gobierno ilegitimo, invitando

a su concurrencia al sefior
Mariscal de Campo don Vicente
de Emparan, como su presidente,
el cual lo verifico inmediatamente,
y después de varias conferencias,
cuyas resultas eran poco o nada
satisfactorias al bien politico

de este leal vecindario, una gran
porcion de él congregada en las
inmediaciones de estas casas
consistoriales, levanto el grito,
aclamando con su acostumbrada
fidelidad al sefior Don Fernando
VII
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in the people owing to the spread
of news, and afraid that by deceit
or by force it would be compelled
to recognize a illegitimate gov-
ernment, inviting the attendance
of Field Marshal Don Vicente de
Emparan, as its chairman, who
immediately verified it, and after
several conferences, whose result
was of little satisfaction for the
political good end of these loyal
inhabitants, a large sector who
then gathered in the immediate
area of these municipal halls,
raised the cry, proclaiming their
usual loyalty to Don Fernando VII




y ala soberania interina del mismo
pueblo; por lo que habiéndose
aumentado los gritos y aclamaciones,
cuando ya disuelto el primer trata-
do marchaba el cuerpo capitular a
la iglesia metropolitana, tuvo por
conveniente y necesario retroceder
, ala sala del Ayuntamiento, para

| tratar de nuevo sobre la seguridad
y tranquilidad publica. Y entonces,
aumentandose la congregacion
popular y sus clamores por lo que
mas le importaba, nombro para
que representasen sus derechos,

en calidad de diputados, a los
sefiores doctores don José Cortés
de Madariaga, can6nigo de merced
de la mencionada iglesia; doctor
Francisco José de Rivas, presbitero;
don José Félix Sosa y don Juan
German Roscio, quienes llamados
y conducidos a esta sala con los

_ prelados de las religiones
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'?fr and to the acting sovereignty of

+ | the people itself. As the shouts and
- cheers increased, following the dis-
solution of the first treaty and the
Captain General marched toward
the metropolitan church, out of
convenience and need, retreated

to the City Hall chamber to try to

, restore public security and peace
once again. And then, as the popu-
lar assembly increased as did their
. cries for that which was important
| to them, he in turn appointed, to
represent their rights as Deputies,
the gentlemen doctors Don José
Cortés de Madariaga, the Canon of
worship of that church; Don Fran-
cisco José de Rivas, Priest Don José
Félix Sosa and Don Juan German
Roscio who were called and led to
that chamber and together with the
religious prelates
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fueron admitidos, y estando juntos
con los sefiores de este muy ilustre
cuerpo entraron en las conferencias
conducentes, hallindose también
presentes el sefior don Vicente
Basadre, intendente del ejército y
real hacienda, y el sefior brigadier
don Agustin Garcia, comandante
subinspector de artilleria; y abierto
el tratado por el sefior Presidente,
habl6 en primer lugar después de su
sefioria el diputado primero en el
orden con que quedan nombrados,
alegando los fundamentos y razones
del caso, en cuya inteligencia dijo
entre otras cosas el sefior Presidente,
que no queria ningin mando, y
saliendo ambos al balcén
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were admitted and standing
together with the members of

this illustrious body entered the
conferences in progress, where also
was present Don Vicente Basadre,
superintendent of the army and
Royal treasury, and Brigadier Don
Agustin Garcia, commander and
deputy inspector of artillery, and
when the session was open by the
President, the first to speak after his
lordship was the first deputy in the
order, claiming the background and
basis of the case. In the knowledge
thereof, the President said, among
other things, that he did not wish
for any command, upon which both
stepped out to the balcony
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notificaron al pueblo su delibe-
racion; y resultando conforme en
que el mando supremo quedase
depositado en este Ayuntamiento
muy ilustre, se procedi6 a lo
demas que se dird, y se reduce

a que cesando igualmente en

su empleo el sefior don Vicente
Basadre, quedase subrogado en
su lugar el sefior don Francisco
de Berrio, fiscal de Su Majes-

tad en la real audiencia de esta
capital, encargado del despacho
de su real hacienda; que cesase
igualmente en su respectivo
mando el sefior brigadier don
Agustin Garcia, y el seiior don
José Vicente de Anca, auditor

de guerra, asesor general de
gobierno y teniente gobernador,
entendiéndose el cese para todos
estos empleos; que continuando
los demas tribunales en sus
respectivas funciones, cesen del
mismo modo en el ejercicio de su
ministerio
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to notify the people of his
decision; and being in agreement
that the Supreme Command
would rest with this most
illustrious City Council, they
then moved on to other

matters which is to be told,
which then led to the cessation
of Don Vicente Basadre from
his position, who was relieved
by Don Francisco de Berrio in
his place, who had been His
Majesty’s prosecutor in the royal
tribunal court of this capital,

in charge of the royal office of
finance; and also relieved of
their respective commands were
Brigadier Don Agustin Garcia
and Don José Vicente de Anca,
auditor of war, general counsel
for government and lieuten-

ant governor, which implied

the elimination of all of these
positions. And then continuing
on with other tribunals in their
respective functions, to cease, in
the same manner, the exercise of
their ministry
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los sefiores que actualmente
componen el de la real audiencia,

y que el muy ilustre Ayuntamiento,
usando de la suprema autoridad
depositada en él, subrogue en lugar
de ellos los letrados que merecieron
su confianza; que se conserve a cada
uno de los empleados comprendidos
en esta suspension el sueldo fijo de
sus respectivas plazas y graduaciones
militares; de tal suerte, que el de los
militares ha de quedar reducido al
que merezca su grado, conforme

a ordenanza; que continuar las
ordenes de policia por ahora, excep-
tuando las que se han dado sobre
vagos, en cuanto no sean conformes
alas leyes y practicas que rigen en
estos dominios legitimamente
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the gentlemen who currently make
up the royal high court, and that the
illustrious City Council, using the
supreme authority entrusted to it,
substituting in their place the jurists
who were deserving of its trust;
each of these employees covered by
this suspension, would retain fixed
salary from their respective seats
and military ranks, in such a way
that the military would be reduced
to those that deserve their rank,
according to ordinance. To continue
police orders for now, except those
in cases of vagrancy, that do not
conform to the laws and practices that
apply in these domains and that had
been legitimately communicated,
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comunicadas, y las dictadas
novisimamente sobre anénimos,
y sobre exigirse pasaporte y
filiacion de las personas cono-
cidas y notables, que no pueden
equivocarse ni confundirse

con otras intrusas, incognitas y

' sospechosas; que el muy ilustre
Ayuntamiento para el ejercicio de
sus funciones colegiadas haya de
asociarse con los diputados del
pueblo, que han de tener en

él voz y voto en todos los nego-
cios; que los demas empleados

no comprendidos en el cese con-
tinden por ahora en sus respec-
tivas funciones, quedando con la
misma calidad sujeto el mando de
las armas a las ordenes inmediatas
del teniente coronel don Nicolas
de Castro y capitan don Juan
Pablo de Ayala,
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and those recently applied about
anonymity, and over required
passport and proof of affiliation to
known and notable person, that
cannot be confused with intruders
or unknown or suspicious people.
That the illustrious City Council
for the exercise of its associated
functions must associate itself
with the deputies of the people,
who would have a voice and

vote in all affairs. That the other
employees not covered by the
cessation continue in their respec-
tive functions for the time being,
maintaining their same positions,
and that the armed command will
be entrusted to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Don Nicoléas de Castro and
Captain Juan Pablo de Ayala,
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que obraran con arreglo a las

que recibieren del muy ilustre
Ayuntamiento como depositario

de la suprema autoridad; que para
ejercerla con mejor orden en lo
sucesivo, haya de formar cuanto
antes el plan de administracion y
gobierno que sea mas conforme a la
voluntad general del pueblo; que por
virtud de las expresadas facultades
pueda el ilustre Ayuntamiento tomar
las providencias del momento

que no admitan demora, y que se
publique por bando esta acta, en la
cual también se insertan los demas
diputados que posteriormente
fueron nombrados por el pueblo,

y son el teniente de caballeria don
Gabriel de Ponte,
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whom will act under the agreement
reached with the illustrious City
Council as trustee of the supreme
authority. That to ensure better
order hereafter must create, as

soon as possible, an administration
and government plan that is more
consistent with the general will of
the people. That by virtue of the
powers invested in it, the illustrious
City Council could take the timely
measures accepting no delay. And
that this act be published by edict,
in which are also included the other
deputies who were subsequently
appointed by the people, and who
are the cavalry lieutenant Don
Gabriel de Ponte,
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don José Félix Ribas y el teniente
retirado don Francisco Javier
Ustariz, bien entendido que los dos
primeros obtuvieron sus nombra-
mientos por el gremio de pardos,
con la calidad de suplir el uno las
ausencias del otro, sin necesidad
de su simultanea concurrencia.
En este estado notandose la
equivocacion padecida en cuanto
alos diputados nombrados por el
gremio de pardos se advierte ser
solo el expresado don José Félix
Ribas. Y se acordd afadir que por
ahora toda la tropa de actual
servicio tenga pret (sic) y sueldo
doble, y firmaron y juraron la
obediencia a este nuevo gobierno.
Vicente de Emparan; Vicente
Basadre;
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Don José Felix Ribas and retired
Lt. Don Francisco Javier Ustariz,
knowing that the first two of these
| were given their appointments
by the Pardos union, with the
capacity of replacing each other in
their absence, without necessity
for their simultaneous presence.
In this matter, and noticing the
i error regarding the deputies ap-
- i3 i pointed by the Pardos union it is
s -~ _jf stated that the position belongs to
o Don José Felix Ribas. And it was
-h.‘
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Felipe Martinez y Aragon; Antonio
Julidn Alvarez; José Gutiérrez del
Rivero; Francisco de Berrio; Francisco
Espejo; Agustin Garcia; José Vicente
de Anca; José de las Llamosas; Martin
Tovar Ponte; Feliciano Palacios; J. Hilario
Mora; Isidoro Antonio Lopez Méndez;
licenciado Rafael Gonzdlez; Valentin
de Rivas; José Maria Blanco; Dionisio
Palacios; Juan Ascanio;
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Felipe Martinez y Aragon; Antonio
Julian Alvarez; José Gutiérrez del Rivero;
Francisco de Berrio; Francisco Espejo;
Agustin Garcia; José Vicente de Anca;
José de las Llamosas; Martin Tovar
Ponte; Feliciano Palacios; J. Hilario
Mora; Isidoro Antonio Lopez Mendez;
Bachelor Rafael Gonzalez; Valentin

de Rivas; José Maria Blanco; Dionisio
Palacios; Juan Ascanio;



Pablo Nicolas Gonzalez, Silvestre
Tovar Liendo; doctor Nicolas
Anzola; Lino de Clemente; doctor
José Cortes, como diputado del
clero y del pueblo; doctor Francis-
co José Rivas, como diputado del
clero y del pueblo; como diputado
del pueblo, doctor Juan German
Roscio; como diputado del pueblo,
doctor Félix Sosa; José Félix Ribas;
Francisco Javier Ustariz; fray
Felipe Mota, prior; fray Marcos
Romero, guardian de San Fran-
cisco; fray Bernardo Lanfranco,
comendador de la Merced; doctor
Juan Antonio Rojas Queipo,
rector del seminario; Nicolds de
Castro; Juan Pablo Ayala; Fausto
Viana, escribano real y del nuevo
Gobierno; José Tomas Santana,
secretario escribano.
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Pablo Nicolas Gonzalez; Silvestre
Tovar Liendo; Dr. Nicolas Anzola;
Lino de Clemente; Dr. José Cortes,
as a deputy of the clergy and the
people; Dr. Francisco José Rivas,
as a deputy of the clergy and the
people; as people’s deputy, Dr.
Juan German Roscio; as people’s
deputy, Dr. Felix Sosa; José Felix
Ribas; Francisco Javier Ustariz;
Friar Felipe Mota, priest; Friar
Marcos Romero, curator of San
Francisco; Friar Bernardo Lan-
franco, knight of the order of
Mercy; Dr. Juan Antonio Rojas
Queipo, seminary rector; Nicolas
de Castro; Juan Pablo Ayala;
Fausto Viana, royal scribe and for
that of the new government, José
Tomas Santana secretarial clerk.
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Publicacion del Acta

del Ayuntamiento

En el mismo dia, por disposicion
de lo que se manda en el acuerdo
que éste en los parajes mas
publicos de esta ciudad, con
general aplauso y aclamaciones
del pueblo, diciendo: ;Viva

nuestro rey Fernando VII, . J’. » !
nuevo Gobierno, muy ilustre " '
Ayuntamiento y diputados del i [fw:ih}.

pueblo que lo representan! Lo

que ponemos por diligencia, que
firmamos los infrascritos A i
escribanos de que demos fe. + J % L I ) 44
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Viana, Santana.
Pablo Nicolds Gonzalez;
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Publication of the Act of the City
Council

On the same day, by disposition
of that which is ordered in the
preceding agreement above,
publication of this Act was made
in the most open spaces of the
city to general applause and ac-
clamation of the people saying,
Long live our King Ferdinand
VII, the new Government, the
most illustrious City Hall and to
the deputies who represent the
people!

We, who sign, in our diligence,
give faith.

Viana, Santana.
Pablo Nicolas Gonzalez.
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Decreto de la Academia Nacional de la Historia al
cumplirse el primer centenario del 19 de Abril
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Decree of the National Academy of History
on the occasion of the first centennial

of the 19" of April
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Significacion Historica
del 19de Abril 1810
18104:4)]1 19H O JEY AR

Historical Significance
of the 19th of April, 1810

La Academia Nacional de la Historia en cumpli-
miento del Art. 2° Numeral 6 del Decreto Orga-
nico de su creacién, y de conformidad con lo con-
venido en suJunta General celebrada el jueves
14 de febrero del afio en curso, publica el acuerdo
de 30 de abril de 1909 sobre la significacién del
19de Abrilde 1810 en la Historia de Venezuela.

LAACADEMIANACIONALDE LA HISTORIA,

Visto el Informe presentado porla Comisién nom-
brada para abrir concepto acerca de cual fue el dia
inicial del movimiento revolucionario que llevd
acabolaemancipacién politica del Continente
hispano americano, y tomando en cuenta las si-
guientes consideraciones:

17 Que cuandoel 19 de Abril de 1810, el Capitan
General Emparan, desde el balcén dela Casa
Capitular pregunto al pueblo amotinado: “si
queria que él continuase en el gjercicio del Poder”,
el pueblo, por la voz de los conjurados, contesto:
“nolo queremos”, por lo cual, quedd aquél despo-
jado, en el acto, de la autoridad queinvestia, e
interrumpida y protestada asila dominacién de
Espanaen Venezuela;

2% Que el reconocimientoinmediato de los dere-
chosimaginarios de Fernando VII por el Ayun-
tamiento constituye un hecho ficticio, pues, como
se asienta en el célebre Manifiesto del Congreso
Constituyente de 1811: (13) “sino debiamos de-
pender delos Virreyes y Gobernadores, con mayor
razoéonno podiamos estar sujetos a un Rey cauti-
voy sin derechos ni autoridad, niaun angulo pe-
ninsular dela Europa, ocupada casitoda por una
fuerza extrafna”. Y que este ficticio reconocimiento
solamente se hizo, como dice el sefior Juan Ger-
man Roscio: “porlanecesidad denoalarmara
los pueblos”;(14)

3% Que en el propio documento se afirma: “el 15
dejuliode 1808, el 19de abril de 1810y el 5 deju-
lio de 1811, son tres épocas que formaran el pri-
mer periodo de los fastos de Venezuela regenera-
da, cuando el burilimparcial de la Historia trace
las primeras lineas de la existencia politica de la
Américadel Sur”. Y se annade: “Eldia en quela
Religién celebra los mas augustos misterios dela
redencion del género humano, era el que tenia
senaladola Providencia para dar principio a la
redencién politica dela América. El Jueves Santo,
19 de abril, se desplomé en Venezuela el coloso del
despotismo, se proclamé el imperio delasleyesy
seexpulsaron alos tiranos”;

4? Que el Ayuntamiento de Caracas asumid des-
deluegola Suprema Autoridady, en esta virtud,
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The National Academy of History, in compliance
with Article 2, Number 6 of the Organic Decree
ofits creation and in accordance with what was
agreed atits General Assembly, celebrated on
Thursday, February 14th of this year hereby
publishes the agreement dated 30thof April,
1909 regarding the significance of the 19th of
April, 1810, on the History of Venezuela.

THENATIONALACADEMY OF HISTORY,

Having examined the report presented by the
Commission to open the discussion as to what con-
stitutes the first day of the revolutionary move-
ment that brought about the political emancipa-
tion of the Hispanic-American Continent, and
taking into account the following considerations:

18t . That when on the 19tP of April, 1810, Captain
General Emparan, from the balcony of the Chap-
ter House, asked the people gathered below, “if
they wanted him to continue in the exercise of pow-

er”, the people, by the voice of the conspirators,
replied: “We do not want him”, by which he was
robbed of the authority that had been vested in
him. The people thus interrupted and protested
the domination of Spain over Venezuela;

20 That the immediate recognition of theimag-
inary rights of Ferdinand VII by the City Council
is afictional fact, since, as set out in the famous
Manifesto of the Constitutional Convention of
1811: (13) “if we were not to depend on the Viceroys
and Governors, all the more reason not tobe sub-
jects to a captive king and without rights or au-
thority, not even over any corner of the European
mainland, occupied almost all by a foreign force.”
And this fictitious recognition was only made, as
expressed by Mr. Juan German Roscio “in order
not to alarm the people”; (14)

3'd_Thatin the document itselfit is affirmed that:
“onthe 15t of J uly, 1808, 0n the 19thof April,
1810 and the 5th of July, 1811, arethree datesthat
mark the first period of the chronicles of a regen-
erated Venezuela when the impartial chisel of
history traces the first lines of the political exis-
tence of South America”. And it adds: “The day
on which religion celebrates the most venerable
mysteries of the redemption of mankind, was the
day that was signaled by Providence to start a
political redemptmn of America. On Holy Thurs-
day, the 19thof April, the colossus of despotism in
Venezuela collapsed, rule of law was proclaimed
and the tyrants expelled”;
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expulsé del Pais los funcionarios espafioles,
desconoci6 la autoridad del Consejo dela Regen-
cia, organiz6 una expedicién militar para someter
a Coroy aMaracaibo, que se mantenian fieles a
Espana, envido Agentes Diplomaticos alos Esta-
dos Unidos dela América del Norte, ala Nueva
Granadayalnglaterra, y, finalmente, convocé
aelecciones para el Congreso Constituyente,
ejerciendo, asi, facultades que s6loincumben a
la potestad soberanay al supremoimperio;

5% Que en el Manifiesto dela Junta Suprema a
loshabitantes de Venezuela, con fecha 8 de diciem-
bre, se dice: “Enla carrera que habéis emprendido
habra muchos obstaculos que vencer; pero acor-
daos dela horrible perspectiva de males que os
amenazabany dela heroica resolucién con que
vuestras valientes manos rompieron las cadenas
que ha tres siglos pendian de nuestros encorvados
cuellos, y mirad dulcemente un porvenir delicioso
cuando vuestros nietos, entonando el himno de
sulibertad bendigan nuestra memoria”;

6® Que enla “Declaracion de Independencia” se
expone, textualmente: “Nosotros, los Represen-
tantes de las Provincias Unidas de Caracas, Cu-
mana, Barinas, Margarita, Barcelona, Mérida
y Trujillo, que forman la Confederacién Ameri-
cana de Venezuela en el Continente-Meridional,
reunidos en Congreso, y considerando la plena,
y absoluta posesion de nuestros derechos, que
recobramosjustay legitimamente desde el 19
de abril de 1810, en consecuencia de la jornada
de Bayona y la ocupacién del Trono Espafiol por
la conquista y sucesién de otra dinastia, consti-
tuida sin nuestro consentimiento”;

7% Que entre las muchas opiniones de los Proceres
fundadores dela patria, son asaz pertinentes: la
del Doctor Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez,
Presidente del Congreso, que asegura que “fue
tanjustoy benéfico (el movimiento del 19 de abril)
queinmediatamenteloimitaron Santa Fe, Car-
tagenay Buenos Aires”;(15) la del Doctor Pena
en el discursoleido en el Congreso el mismo dia
4:“El1Pueblo de Caracas, oprimido mas que nunca
porlas manos delos antiguos funcionarios, llegd
acomprender la necesidad deilustrarse, y este
conocimiento fue el que prepardla simultanea,
la gloriosa explosién del 19 de abril. Este movi-
miento que siempre mirard con admiraciény ter-
nura nuestra posteridad; no fue, como se quiere
persuadir por los enemigos de la causa comin, un
movimiento tumultuario, débil y desordenado;
fue, si, el inevitable resultado de tres siglos de ti-
rania;la consecuencia del orden de los sucesos
politicos;larealizaciéon delasideas que por mas
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4*h_Thatthe City Council of Caracas assumed,

at the outset, Supreme Authority, and on thisba-
sis, expelled from the country the Spanish offi-
cials, denied the authority of the Regency Council,
organized a military expedition to subdue Coro
and Maracaibo who remained faithful to Spain,
sent diplomatic agents to the United States of
North America, New Granada and England, and
finally called an election for the Constitutional
Congress, thusly exercising powers that pertain
solely to the sovereign and supreme rule;

5'h . That the Manifesto of the Junta to the people
of Venezuela, dated the 8thof December states:
“There will be many obstacles to overcome in the
race that youhave undertaken, but remember the
horrible prospect of evils that threatened you
and the heroic resolution with which your brave
handsbroke the chain that has hung our bowed
heads for three centuries, and look sweetly upon
a delicious future when your grandchildren, sing-
ing the hymn of liberty, will bless our memory,

6th . That the “Declaration of Independence” sets
out, verbatim: “We, the Representatives of the
United Provinces of Caracas, Cumana, Barinas,
Margarita, Barcelona, Merida and Trujillo, which
form the American Confederation of Venezuela
on the southern continent, assembled in Congress,
and considering the full and absolute possession
of our rights, we recovered fairly and lawfully,
from the 19t of April, 1810forth, as a consequence
of the events of Bayonne and the occupation of the
Spanish throne by the conquest and succession
by another dynasty, constituted without our
consent”;

7th _That among the many opinions of the found-
ers of the country, are rather relevant those of:
Dr. Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez, Presi-
dent of Congress, who said that “it was sofairand
beneficial (the movement of the 19thof April) that
it wasimmediately imitated by Santa Fe, Carta-
gena and Buenos Aires”; (15) that of Doctor Pefia
in his speech delivered in Congress on this same
4th day: “The people of Caracas, more oppressed
than ever by the hands of former officials, came
tounderstand the need to enlighten themselves,
and it was this knowledge that prepared the si-
multaneous and glorious explosion of the 19thof
April. This movement will always look with ad-
miration and affection to our posterity; it was
not, as the enemies of our common cause alleged,
aweakened, tumultuous and disorganized move-
ment; it was, yes, the inevitable result of three
centuries of tyranny, the consequences of the or-
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de dos afios se habian difundido en el corazon de
los venezolanos; y el funesto, el terrible especta-
culo que anonadd alos mandatarios del otro he-
misferio.“El pueblo de Caracas proclaméel 19 de
abril que eralibre”;la de Zea, que dice en el Correo
del Orinoco, en 1821;“Desde el afio 1810, Venezue-
la derrocé el despotismo”;1la de Antonio Munoz Té-
bar al celebrarse el primer aniversario del 19 de
abril: “Sefores, hoy es el natalicio dela Revolucién”;

8% Que el General Miranda desde Londres, dicea
3 deagostode 1810 ala Junta Suprema de Vene-
zuela: “E119 de abril de 1810 esla época mas cé-
lebre enla historia dela Provincia de Venezuela,
y paralos anales del Nuevo Mundo. Sean para
siempre loadoslos varonesilustres que tan santa
einmortal obra ejecutaron! y que sus nombres
vivan en los siglos venideros hasta la mas remota
posteridad”;

92 Que el Libertador Simén Bolivar enla proclama
que dirige al ejército el 19 de abril de 1820, excla-
ma: “Soldados! Diez afios de libertad se solemni-
zan en este dia”; y termina con esta afirmacién
categdrica: “Soldados! E119 de abril nacié
Colombia”;

10* Que en el Himno Nacional, compuesto para
solemnizar el 19 de abril, se glorifica al pueblo de
Caracas porque rompid en aquel dia el yugo colo-
nial sin menoscabo de suhonory suvirtud, y que
seincita en éla que

Cuando algtn tirano
Levantelavoz,

Se siga el egjemplo
Que Caracas dio;

11* Que el Cuerpo Municipal de Popayan dice al
Congreso de Venezuela: “ El pueblo de Caracas
fue el primero que refrend el orgullo del Gobierno
espanol, haciendo entender alos mandatarios
coloniales que ya no eran arbitros de nuestros
destinos”;

127 Que el Congreso de 1834 declar6 “fiestas na-
cionales” el 19 de abrilde 1810y el 5dejuliode
1811, y el Congreso de 1836 dispuso colocarlos en
letras de oro en el Escudo Nacional, reconociendo
asilaigualimportancia de ambas fechas;

13% Que todos los pueblos de Venezuela han venido
celebrandohasta hoy el 19 de abril, comola prime-
ra en orden del tiempo de nuestras efemérides;
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der of political events, the implementation of
ideas that for more than two years had spreadin
the heart of Venezuela and the unfortunate and
terrible spectacle which devastated the leaders
of the other hemisphere. The people of Caracas
onthe 190 of April proclaimed that they were
free”; that of Zea, who saysin the Correo del Ori-
noco, in 1821: “Since 1810, Venezuela overthrew
despotism”; or that of Antonio Munoz Tébar, in
celebrating the first anniversary of the 19thof
April: “Gentlemen, today is the birthday of the
Revolution”;

8th_That on the 3"90f August, 1810, General
Miranda, from London, saﬁrs to the Supreme Coun-
cil of Venezuela: “The 19" of April, 1810, is the
most celebrated era in the history of the province
of Venezuela and the chronicles of the New World.
May theillustrious men who executed such a
holy and immortal work be praised forever! And
may their names live on in future centuriesinto
the furthest reaches of time”;

9th _That the Liberator Simén Bolivar in the
proclamation that he declared tothe army on the
19th of April, 1820, exclaims: “Soldiers! Ten years
of freedom was glorified on that day” and ends
with this categorical statement: “Soldiers! On
the 19th of April Colombia was born”;

10th. That in the National Anthem, composed
to sanctify the 19thof April, the people of Caracas
are glorified because on that day they broke the
yoke of colonialism without loss of honour and
virtue, and inciting the people:

Andiftyranny
Raisesitsvoice,
Follow the example
Given by Caracas.
(Cuandoalgtn tirano
Levantelavoz,

Se siga el egjemplo

Que Caracas dio);

11*P . That the Municipal Council of Popayan
proclaimed to the Congress of Venezuela: “The
people of Caracas were the first to restrain the
pride of the Spanish Government making them
understand that the colonial rulers were no lon-
ger the judges of our destiny”;
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14 Que aunque es cierto que hubo movimientos
precursores dela Independencia, tales como el 20
de abril de 1749, acaudillado por Don Juan Fran-
cisco Ledn, nativo de Caracas; el delarevolucion
denominada de Gual y Espafia, en 1797, ylas dos
expediciones del Generalisimo Miranda en 1806;
estos meritisimos conatos de emancipacién, asi
como los andlogos verificados en 1781 en El So-
corroy otrasvillasy corregimientos del Virrei-
nato de Nueva Granada; el de 1808 en Chuqui-
saca, ciudad del Alto Per1, apellidando indepen-
dencia;y el de Quito en 1809, no alcanzaron re-
sultados de trascendencia mayor, sino que fueron
unos como prolegémenos de la gran revolucién
de 1810;

Por tanto:

LaAcademia Nacional de la Historia, reconoce
con losIlustres Préoceres fundadores de la Patria,
con el Generalisimo Miranda, precursor dela
Independencia, y con el mismo Libertador Simén
Bolivar, quela revolucién verificada en Caracas
el 19 de abril de 1810, constituye el movimiento
inicial, definitivo y trascendental de la emanci-
pacién de Venezuela.

Caracas, 30 de abril de 1909.
(Firmados)

Eduardo Blanco, Manuel A. Diez, Felipe Tejera,
P. Arismendi B., Marco-Antonio Saluzzo,
Tebfilo Rodriguez, José Nuriez de Caceres, L.
Villanueva, R. Villavicencio, Pbro. Ricardo
Arteaga, Julio Calcano, F. Tosta Garcia.

(13) E130 dejulio.
(14) Sesién del dia 4 de julio, 1811.
(15)Sesion del dia 4 dejuliode 1811
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12th Thatthe Congress of 1834 declared
“Natio-nal Holidays” of the 19thof April, 1810
and July 5th, 1811, and Congress of 1836 decid-
ed to place them in gold letters on the National
Emblem in recognition of the equal importance
of both dates;

13th_That up until this date, all the peogﬁle of
Venezuela have been celebrating the 19 of
April asthe first datein the chronological order
of our history;

140 That whileitis true that there were prece-
dents of the independence movements, such as
on the 200 of April, 1749, commanded by Don
Juan Francisco Leon, anative of Caracas; the
revolution named for Gual and Espana, in 1797,
and Generalissimo Miranda’s two expeditions
in 1806; these were the most worthy attempts at
emancipation, as well as similar events verified
in 1781 in El Socorro and other towns and dis-
tricts of the Viceroyalty of New Granada; that of
18081in Chuquisaca, a city in Upper Peru, pro-
claiming independence; and thatin Quitoin
1809, which did not reach results of transcen-
dent proportions, but served as a prologue to the
great revolution of 1810;

Therefore:

The National Academy of History recognizes the
Ilustrious Founding Fathers of the Nation, with
Generalisimo Miranda, Precursor of Indepen-
dence, and with the Liberator Simén Bolivar
himself, that the Revolution that took place in
Caracason the 19th of April 1810, constituted
theinitial, final and transcendental movement
of the emancipation of Venezuela.

Caracas, the 30th of April 1909.
(Signed)

Eduardo Blanco, Manuel A. Ten Felipe Tejera,
P. Arismendi B., Marco-Antonio Saluzzo,
Teofilo Rodriguez, José Nunez de Caceres, L.
Villanueva, R. Villavicencio, Pbro. Ricardo
Arteaga, Julio Calcafio, F. Tosta Garcia.

(13) The 30th of July.
(14) Sessionofthe 4th of July, 1811.
(15) Sessionofthe 4th of July, 1811.
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